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AF uneral 
Rev. xiv. xiii. 
And ] heard a Voice from Heaven, | 


ſaying unto me, write, Bleſſed are 


the dead which dye in the Lord, 
from hence-ſorth ; yea, ſaith the 
- Spirit, that they may reſt from 
their Labours, and their W ork 
do 3 them, 


T is.none of the leaſt Work 
of a Miniſter of Chriſt 
diſparage fin, and inc 
Holineſs, to ſet Life 
Death before our People, 
and to preſent (as much as in 
ut lies) 12 Hell to 

view, and eo perſwade them to 2 1. 


2 that when theſe Honſes * 
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(2) 
mall be laid in the duſt, they may be ſecured of 
an Habitation, not made with hands, that is, E. 
ternal with God in the Heavens. The Apoſtle 
in this Chapter doth both, in the 10. Verſe, he 
tells us what a Draught is prepared for the im- 
lacable Enemies of Chriſt : they ſhall drink off 
e Wine of the wrath of God, which is pou- 
red out without mixture, into the Cup of his 
Indignation, and they ſhall! be tormented with 
Fire and Brimſtone, in the Preſence of the ha- 
fy Angels, and in the Preſence of the Lamb. 
T he wicked may drink, roar,and ſwagger, they 
may perſecute the Members of Chriſt, becauſe 
they dare not ſo madly ventute upon the Eter- 
nal diſpleaſure of God, as they do, and ſell their 
recious Souls for a Moments joy, and make 
ight of Damnation : but let them know, that 
for all theſe things, GOD will bring them to 
Judgment; an Eternity of intolerable ſorrows 
uft pay for their ſhort pleaſures. And hence 
£js che ſetſous Chriſtian, that makes it his bu- 
ſineſs to avoid this dreadti miſery, is ſatisfied 
that he doth not act irrationally and madly, if 
the ſcorn and contempt of the wicked World 
dpth not frighten him; upon ghis account he 
. ſubttrits to any pani ment, rather 
am he wi f haz ird the lofs. of 275 and be 


miſerable for ever; chat wprd:/fof e 
mich in his mind, {er the wicked Jang 
merry, let them-pleaſe themfelves in t is; 
he knows *tis but a little while, aft allwilt be 
nended,and eheit minds changed, ; he is willing 
to ſtay for bis happineſs aid j pes, till he comes 
to another World; and be doth not envy oo 
| Wicked 


C3) 
wicked what they do enjoy, let them make the 
beſt of it as long as they can, and boaſt of their 
pleaſures, when they ſee themſelyes wrapt up in 
Flames: The unſeen World, which mot for- 
get, is always in the Saints eye: and, if he may 
but live happily there, he paſſeth not if he run 
thorow reproaches, injuries, and a Thouſand 
Deaths, to that glorious and endleſs Life. Here 
is the Reaſon of the Saints Patience, this makes 
him judge it no folly to keep the Commande. 
ments of God, and the Faith of Jeſus. In the 
13 Verſe, the Apoſtle comes to ſpeak a word of 
encouragement, not only to the ſuffering Saints 
of that Age, but for the ſupport of all that 
ſhou!d be honoured with ſuch ſervice, as to ſeal 
the truths of Chriſt with their blood. And I 
heard 4 Voice from Heaven, ſaying unto me, write, 
Bleſſed are the dead which die in the Lord from 
henct forth; yea, ſaith the Spirit, that they may 
reſt from their labours, and their mbh, follow 
them. In the Words you may take notice of 
T wo Parts. 

1. A Propoſition, 

2. The Confirmation of that Propofition, 

1. The Propofition,in which we may —_— 

1. The Predicate, bleſſed. 

2. The Subject, the dead. 

3. The reſtriction and limitation of the . 
ject, which die in the Lord, | . 

2. The Confirmation of this Propoſition. 
1. They reſt from theit labours. 

2. Their works follow chem. | 

3. The Perſon affirming this,the vit adi 
Af further cleared, | 
1. By 
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1. By the manner of this Declaration, it was 
by a Voice from Heayen. 9 vu 

2. By the ſpecification of the Perſon to whom 
it was ſpoken ; ſaying, unto me, 

3. By the particular Note of Obſeryation, 
Write. 

. The Doctrine which I ſhall take notice of 

from theſe words, is this. 
: Def. That what. ever miſeries a Saint may 
meet with in this Life, at Death he ſhall be hap- 
Py; or inthe words of the Text, That they are 
bleſſed which die in the Lord. In the Proſecution 
of this Obſervation; I ſhall, 

1. Enquire what it is to die in the Lord. 

2. I ſhall prove that ſuch are bleſſed. 

3. I ſhall ſhew wherein their bappineſs doth 
conſiſt. 

4. I ſhall make ſome Application. 

1. I ſhall enquire what it is to die in the Lord. 

1. Neg. They which make it their buſineſs to ds 
what they can againſt God, while they live, are not 
like to be bleſ 7 when they die. T hey which live 
like Devils, are not like todie like Saints: Are 
there not a Generation in the World, who act 
for the Devil with all their might; and count 
all that time loſt, which is not ipent in his ſer- 
vice; which make a jeſt of Damning, and are 
as merry within a ſtep of cheſe devouring flames, 
as if Hell and a Tayern were alike'? Do they 
not carty themſelyes, as if they could not make 
haft enough co miſery,and make ſure enough of 
Damnation? How do they wound and ad their 
50 Souls, and — flie againſt che Almighty ? 

ow contemptible a thing is Heaven, and bow, 


_ 
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($) : 
tidiculous is the very name of Holineſs to them? 
They are of the ſame mind of thoſe; which Zeb 
ſpeaks of: Fob 21. 14. They ſay unto GOD, 
depart from us; for we defire not the know- 
ledge of thy ways. And who is the Lord, that 
I ſhould hearken to him? And, if a compaſſio- 
nate Miniſter of Chriſt beſcech chem with all 
the tenderneſs that he can for his Soul, to be- 
think chemſelyes a little what theſe things may 
end in at laſt, and to conſider what a dreadſul 
thing it is to fall into the hands of a 3 
How are his perſwaſions rejected with con- 
tempt, and his pitty recompenced with ſcorn ? 
And, may I not ſay of moſt wicked Men, they 
do flie in the Faces of them that would tell 
them of their danger, and do what they can to 
deliver them from it > And yet for all this, how 
well are they contented with their own condi- 
tion, and laugh at the godly, as if it were a dan- 
gerons and mad thing co ſtrive to go to Hes- 
ven, and the trueſt happineſs to be miſerable for 
ever? O who would imagine, that any living 
ſhould be thus lamentably beſotted ! Tell chem 
of Hell, tis as much as their life is worth; they 
had rather hazard the feeling of it hereafter, 
then bear the hearing of it here, They fear a 
litile diſgrace among Men, more than the con- 
tempt of God: They chooſe rather to be un- 
der the weight of God's wrath, than the leaſt 
affront from a Man. Talk to them of Glory, 


Heaven, and a Kingdom, they are light and tri- 


vial things with them; they had rather hear of 
a Whore, a Tavern, or Play; and yet theſe 
- Monſtets. muſt be Sainted, and do more eon. 
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(6) 
dently expect a bleſſed Eternity after a life of 
wickedneſs, than ſome of che dear Children of 
God do: but, if ſuch as theſe ever come to Hea- 
yen without Repentance, then the Word of 
God is falſe : Doth not char ſay, That the wick- 
ed ſhall be turned into Hell? — Tribulation and 
angniſh upon every one that doth evil, and there is 
no peace, ſaith my God to the wicked. The Devil 
himſelf may as well expect to ſhake off his 
Chains, and be reſtored to his loſt Glory, as 
they. O be not deceived, as you Sow, fo you 
muſt Reap; Do not hope that you may do the 
Devils work, as long as you can, and chat then 
God ſhould reward you with Salvation: no ſuch 
matter: You may more rationally expect, that 
God ſhould for your ſake pull the Sun out of 
the Firmament, than that he ſhould remove ho- 
lineſs out of Heaven, and bring Hell in its 
place. If wicked Men will pleaſe themſelves 
with their own Deluſions, and look for Glory 
Mill, they muſt thank themſelves, when they ſee 
how infinitely they are diſappointed, bur I leave 
theſe as diſpairing to convince them of their 
folly, till Judgment and Flames make them to 
underſtand it. 
2. All that live upon the godueſs of Cod here, 
- are not like to be bleſſed after Drath. There is 2 
vaſt difference berween coinman and ſpecial 
mercies: Many partake rich!v of God's com - 
mon bounty, chat have not che leaſt intereſt in 
his love; God gives chis World often-times to 
his greateſt Enemies, he gives Glory in another 
V Vorld, to none but his Friends and Children: 
Nay, let me ſpeak it freely (I am 1 | 
ri 


(7) 
Chriſt and Scripture to warrant what I ſay} 
That they which gain this World with their 
aeglect of Heaven, ſhall at their Death loſe 
both: Many receive temporal mercies, that ſhall 


never enjoy Eternal: 70 21. 9. Tab. 16. 25. 


O how greatly are they miſtaken, who think 
chat Earl, Lord, Knight, “c. are words of any 
ſignificancy after Death; that hope chat the 
honours here will procure them any real reſpe& 
hereaſter; that reckon Gold and Silver will go 
errant in that Country! Many chat would be 
counted Perſons of ſome depth and wiſdome, 
make a World of ſtir abozt trifles, that drive a 
great Trade for that which is next to nothing, 
and chat lay in no better Provifiens, than Gra: 
vel, Clay, or Dung, when they are bound for H- 
ternity; and yet how do they bleſs themſelves, 
and ſay, I am rich, and increaſed in Goods, and 
have need of nothing: Soul take thine eaſe, eat, 
drink, and be merry! They think they make 2 
very wiſe bargain, when they ſell their Conſd- 
ence, God, and Heaven, for a little of that, 
which ſome call Riches; not conſidering that 
a few Hours experience may make them know, 
though it may be, not cure this miſtake. O that 
I could but bring my Hearers out of this Delu- 
fion ! O that their apprehenſions were but re- 
tified, and that they might know the real worth 
of things and Perſons! O that I could bur 
bring down the price of ſublunary things, and 
raiſe the things of chat other World to their 
true worth | Conſider that that holineſs, as 
meacily as you think of it, is the moſt excellent 
ching ; that chat is the greateſt wy” 

| ans 
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Man's higheſt dignicy : God kriows no diffes? 
ence between a Lord and a Beggar, a Prince 
and a Subject; He is no reſpecter of Perſons, 
Tf there be any difference, it lies here, that God 
hath mote wrath in ſtore for them that had 
greater engagements, and better advantages to 
lerve him than other had. I pitty the poor 
Lords of the World! and I am confident, h- 
that knows the worth of Chriſt, and the naturc 
of his own Soul, can't much envy them; they 
ſwell like Bladders upon Water for a Moment 
and God blowes, and where are they? Now 
indeed they reckon themſelyes very ſecure, and 
their Houſes are free from fear, neither is the 
Rod of God upon them, they take the Timbre 
and Harp, and rejoyce at the ſound of the Or. 
gan: Job 21. They think them Fools that can 
pare their Riches, and want their greatneſs, ſo 
they may but have an eſtate in inyiſibles, and ſe- 
cure an Inheritance that will laſt for ever; 
[Theſe are the Men that hate ſeriouſneſs: and 
holineſs, which is che beauty of Earth and Hes+ 
ven too, is underyalued by them. And how can 
they expect ſanctity ſhould be . delightful to 
them hereafter,when it is abhorred now ? how 
can they look for Heaven when they dye, when 
they thought it not worth their minding while 
hey lived ? No, no, verily, they have their re- 
ward, they haye now their good things, and 
much good may they do them. O let me rather 
gain Chriſt at Death, theugh I looſe all befides, 
than polleſs Ten Worlds here, and after all loſr 
my Soul. Could the mighty ones of the Wor 
have but one Hours di ſconrſe with one f 
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Brethren in Hell, I believe their Judgttiengs 
would be hugely alcered, and they would ſoon 
tell them that Riches and Honours, and whae- 
ſoever elſe moſt Men do purſue, let it be what 
it will below Chriſt, will yield chem but little 
happineſs and comfort in another World, Rich. 
es profit not in the Day of Wrath: Do but read, 
Lak. 16. 19, 25. I am the larger, that it poſ- 
fible, I might prevent miſtakes, in matters of E. 
ternal conſequence. 

Thirdly, There are Thouſauds that ſeem to 
have a far better title to thus bleſſedueſs, that will 
fall ſport of it : and they are Profeſſors, that call 
themſelves by the Name ot the Lord. Not all 
that are called, yea, and eſteemed Chriſtians, 
are like to have any great benefit by Death, To 
be Chriſtned, and to be Chriſtians are two things: 
hot every one that weareth Chriſt's Livery ſhall 
have his Wages. O how many Millions are there 
that have no better ſhelter, than a meer Name 
to themſelves, from the wrath of God! Is it 
not more than poſſible to hear, read, pray, and 
to be eſteemed a Saint, and yer to miſcarry ever- 
laſtingly ? How many ſeeming Saincs ſhall gain 
nothing at Death, but a thorow knowledge of 
their own folly ? And if to know what God's 
auger is, be an advantage, when there is no e+ 
ſeaping of it; and if to have their hearts wonn- 
ded, when there is no Cure to be had; be any 
profit; and if to be quite freed of Conſcience 
ſearching Miniſters be a happineſs when they 
are out of the reach of their help or pirty ; then 
ſuch may be eſteemed bleſſed 1 but, if all this 
pill bur male the Flame bortor ben 1 leave g 
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(10) | 
ſerious Perſon to judg, whether it doth not 
concern Men and Women to look after better 
ſecurity, than this amounts to. Did you ever 
well ſtudy, Mat. 7. 21 ? I hope you will believe 
Chriſt, though you will not me; read chat Scri- 
pture, and what ſaith Chriſt > O conſider ſeri- 
ouſly, that to be an Heir of Glory is no ſuch 
light matter, as moſt judg it to be. To be born 
to a Crown, and a Kingdom, and to have a 
good title to it, is a dignity indeed; but a Mad- 
man in Chains and Rags, may ſay he is a King, 
or a Lord. O pleaſe not your ſelves with fan- 
fies. Sickneſs and Death is coming, and then 
you will know better, whether I had not ſome 
reaſon to be earneſt with you in this matter. I 
am moſt afraid of the confident. Phari/ee, that 
truſts in his poor ſorry Prayers, and his own 
righteouſneſs; O that I could but ſhake him 
and his hopes, before Death and Judgment doth 
it. O that I could but perſwade hin to main- 
tain a jealonfie over himſelf, and to ſearch and 
try his heart. and to bring himſelf to the touch - 
ſtone, and not to be ſatisfied, till he findes that 
he hath got more than ever any Hypocrite yet 
had, or can have. The beſt of God's Children 
are moſt ſuſpicious ot themſelves, and afraid of 
their own deceitful hearts. Do bur ſce-how 
David carrieth it, in Eſal. 139. What is bis 
great requeſt, that he muſt have granted, or he 
can t be ſatisfied; Is it not that God would de- 
liver him from miſtakes in matters of eyerlaſt« 
ing conſequence ? ſo Pſal. 1 19. 80. Pardon this 
tediouſnels upon theſe things, if moſt of the 
Proteflors of che World did not ſplit ny 


— 


| (11 ) 
theſe Rocks, I ſhould paſs theſe chings over 
with filence, | | 
- Fourthly, All that die quietly, are not bappy 
after Death. It's no unuſual chipg for the wick- 
ed to carry their falſe peace with them to the 
Grave, I have heard indeed many poor Pegs 
ple boaſting of their deceaſed Friends, and plea- 
ſing themſelves, to think how happy they were, 
Becauſe they dhed like Lambs. (co uſe their own 
expret{ion.) Alas, alas, how many chouſands are 
there that die like Lambs, that are but Swine, 
and have the Devil's Brand upon their Fore- 
heads! It's a dangerous arguing from Peoples 
carriage upon a Death-bed, what their ſtate is 
in another World; ſuch is the hardneſs ot 
Mens hearts, ſo dreadful the ſearedneſs of their 
Conſciences, and ſo great the ſubtilty of Satan 
that many are carried very quietly to Hell, — 
fear nothing till they feel; and are not broughe 
to their ſenſes, till unſpeakable horro and an» 


- guiſh doth it: And on the other fide, how ma- 


ny of the precious Sons of Zion have ſet in a 
Cloud > How many of the dear Children of 
God may go out of the World thorow a pains» 
ful. Death? Are not their Intellectuals ſome- 
times impaired, their reaſon Clouded, and their 
Bodies upon the Rack ? and yet in a Moment 
they feel chemſelves ſwallowed up of that glory, 
and the doleful antecedents of their bappineſs 
did but make their reſt more ſweet, and wel - 
come, and put an accent upon the'r blils, The 
truth of it is, it hath not a lictle puzled ſome, as 
well as Davidico conſtrue God's diſ penſations, 
vo lec the wicked die quietly, Pſal. 73. 4+ * 
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the godly to have a ſtrange Death; but God will 
ſhortly reſolye this Riddle: and I think it were 
no very difficult thing for a ſerious underſtand. 
ing Man, to give bimſelf conſiderable fatisfa- 
ction in this buſineſs. May not the wicked die 
quietly, becauſe his Conſcience is quite ſeared, 
and he may perſwade himſelf that he hath made 
an agreement with Death and Hel! ? may he not 
hope that there is no ſuch place as Hell; or if 
there is, that it is tolerable > may he not make 
himſelt believe, that the Word of God is not 
true, and inviſibles are all but fanfies? or that 
God is ſo merciful, as that he will not damn 
him? and many ſuch things the Devil helps his 
Servants with, that ſo his ſervice may not be 
diſparaged, and that he may have the better ad- 
vantage to tempt others. There is much alſo 
in the nature of the Diſeaſe; and it may be God 
may try his own Children with acute pains, and 
let Sathan buffet them, to manifeſt the excellen- 
cy of his Power, and tlieir Grace, to try others 
of his Children, whether for all this they will 
ſerve him; and ſome Perſons of admirable at- 
tainm:nts, and great experiences, while in health 
may have ſome conſiderable Trials upon a death- 
bed, that poor Chriſtians (which were ready to 
fear, becauſe they had not their enjoyments, that 
therefore they had nothing at all) might ſee 
that great Saints have their Tryals, as well as 
they ; but I ſhall be far briefer in other things. 
1 come now to ſhew you who they are, that 
are bleſſed at their Death, and to give them a 
brief Deſcription of thoſe which dye in the 
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Firſt, They are ſuch, who are made therewly to 


wnderſtand,that they were ſometimes quite dead in 
fins and treſpaſſer, that they were Aliens from the 
Common wealth of Iſrael, and ſtraygers to the 
Covenant of Grace. 

Seconily, They are Perſons which are convin 
ced of that miſery of ſuch a ſtate, and made te 
know, that if they dye in their hns, they mul 
be buried in Flames, | 

Thirdly, Upon This they are out of love wit 
their moſs beloved fins, and count that which wa 
their life, joy, and pleaſure, to be a very Death 
miſery, and Hell, whereupon they ſet themſelve 
in good earneſt againſt fin, as the greateſt evil 
in the World, they believe now, That if they 
live after the Fleſh they ſhall dye, but if through 
the Spirit they mertifie the deeds of the Fleſh, they 
frall live. Upon this account, they uſe all the 
means that they can to get their corruptions 
weakned, an inward Principle, Divine Life : 
Now he begins to act them, which is as contra- 
ry to Sin, as Heaven to Hell, a Spirit of inge- 
nuity reſtrains them, How ſhall they de this, and 
ſin againſt Goa? T hey now ſee fin in its colours, 
as it is contrary tothe beſt good, God; they 


} 


» 


t 


owe. 6 


can ſee its killing and damning Nature, in the - 


Agonies and Sufferings of Chriſt, and they feel 
the doleful effects of fan in their Soul and Body, 
both, and upon this account they can ſay, what 
have I co do with Vanity any more, Shall I (till 
hug this Serpent? Shall I ſtill Sail with this 50. 
nah in my Veſſel ? and ſhall I after all this keep 
this Dalilah in my Boſom ? No; but, O that I 
could hate it Ten T houſand times more chan L 
| 3 do. 
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do. There is an enmity raiſed in the Soul againft 
fin, which can't be ſatis ſied, till it ſee the Death 
of Sin; now this is a Perſon that is fit for death, 
and Deach, it will (as you ſhall hear afterwards) 
do him a World of kindneſs in ſhewing him the 
Heads of all his Enemies. | 
4. An other quality of this Perſon, which is like 
to make ſuch a bleſſed end, is this, he s one that 1 
dead to the World. Faith hath diſcovered a bet. 
ter Country co him, it hath ſpyed that new Fer: 
falem, and thoſe bleſſed Regions: and now the 
Soul thinks the World ſcarce worthy of a ſeri- 
ous thought, or look; he takes himſelf: to be a 
kind of Priſoner here,and the whole World but 
2 Dungeon, if compared with that ſtate of li. 
berty and glory; he now joyns with David. and 
ſays, Whom have 1 in Heaven but thee, and there 
is none upen Earth that I can deſi e beſide thee, 
This is the Man that is like to be a ga.ner by 
Death; He who contemns Earth, and makes 
Heaven his choice, ſhall never finde himlelt 4 
loſer. | 

J. Another property of the Man which ſhall bd 
bleſſed at Death, i this, he is one that takes Chriſt 
for life and happineſs. Time was indeed, he was 
of an other mind, fin was his delight, and none 
ſo deſpicable in his Eye, as Chriſt ; but God, in 
free and rich grace, hath taken away the Scales 
from his Eyes, and healed him of his miſerable 
blindneſs, and let him ſee ſuch a lovelineſs in 
the Lord Chriſt, as that now he is able to ſay, 
none but Chriſt, none but Chriſt ; He « altoge- 
ther lovely, He is now quite out of loye with 
himſelf, neither his righteouſneſs, nor any thing 
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is lovely now. but Chriſt; and wilt not that Soul 
be bleſſed, when it comes to have its defires 
accompliſhed ? he that counts nothing worth 
the having, except Chriſt, and for Chriſt, can't 
be miſerable, when he is lodged ſafe in his im- 
braces. 

6, He that makes it his buſineſs to live to 
Ch iſt, to him to dye ſhall be gain. God is oft. 
en · times better but never worſe than his word: 
And hath he not made many promiſes to them 
that diligently ſeek him? Hath he not ſaid that 
their labours ſhall not be in yain in the Lord? 
The Chriſtian is running, and he ſhall at laſt 
obtain the Prize, the Crown he fights for, he 
ſhall have; fear not Chriſtian, quit thy ſelf 
bravely, win it and wear it ; what though ic be 
wrapped up in Cypreſs? its beauty ſhall not be 
Vailed long, What though Death with his cold 
and dirty hand ſet it upon thy head? it will fie 
as neat, and as faſt, as an Almighty hand can 
make it. What though the Veſſel be toſt and 
broke ? it ſhall come ſafe with ts rich lading, to 
the defred Harbour. Condemn not, O you 
fooliſh World. theſe ſpiritual Merchants, till 
you know what cheir returns are, when their 
burden is deliver'd; but imitate them, till you 
can finde a more glorious Prize, than Heaven, 
a better happineſs than God can give, and a 
Kingdom that will laſt longer, than Eternity; 
Pſal, 63. 8. Pſal Y. ig. 

7. They which are willing (if called to it) to 
de, or ſuffer any thing for Chriſt, ſhall inherit this * 
bleſſedneſs. He that is willing to dye for Chrilt, 
ſhall liye as long as Chriſt lives, in happineſs, 

4 C B 4 and 


(16) 
and reſt: tis not for nothing that Pau makey 
no great matter of bonds, ſcorns at threatnings, 
and trinmpheth in danger; the finiſhing big 
courſe with joy makes all go down ſweetly, 
Aft, 20 24. The Primitive Chriſtians were no | 
Stoicks, and yet with what patience, gratitude, | 
and joy, did they ſuffer, what the malice, and 
wit of Men, and Devils could inflict? and now 
they enjoy the fruit of their labours, the ſalva- 
tion of their Souls, and that is not all, but they 
receive their Palms, Robes and Crowns, yes 
more peculiar badges of God's Champions, 
Lie, thus ſball it be done to the Perſons, wbom the 
Lord gelighteth to honcur | This 'tis to be impris 
ſoned, baniſhed, or dye for Chriſt. Rejoyce, O 
ye ſuffering Saints, and be exceeding glad, for 
great is your reward in Heaven! to you it is 
given, net only to believe, but alſo to ſuffer ; 
this Fire is hut to purifie, and to make you Veſ- 
ſels more fit for your Maſters uſe, this dirt caſt 
upon you, is but to ſcower and make you more 
clean; this knocking, rubbing, and hewing, is 
but to furbiſn and poliſh you, that you may be 
more ſtately Pillars, in the Temple of your 
God. Fear not Men, nor Devils: the greateſt 
hurt that they do you, is to fill your Sails, and 
to bring you more ſpeedily co your Port. 

8. They which long for the coming of Chriſt, 
and their being with him, that can ſay, 1 have 
waited for thy ſalvation ; O God, now let thy ſer- 
vant depart in peace: Ina word, that can bear 
their abſence from Chriſt, only upon choſe 
terms, chat they may bring honour to him in 
this like, and perſwade Souls to he in love uh 
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him, and may be inſtrumental for the ſetting up 
his Kingdom, ſhaking the Kingdom of Sathan, 
and weakning the intereſt of Hell in the world, 
Theſe, O theſe are your brave Souls, that are 
out of Gun-ſhot: Death can never ſurprize 
them, they ſtand always with their Loines girts 
and their Lamps burning. And if the Bride- 
groom ſhould make the Mountains to quake, 
with the ratling of his Chariots, and the Hills 
ro cremble ac the preſence of his Majeſty, and 
he Heavens themſelves to ſhrivel into nothing, 
by the glory of his coming, yet they, (O blei- 
ſed Souls I) and they only would break forch 
into a Song of Triumph, and Eternal Hallelu- 
jabs; Who would not be a Saint? ſure none, 
but a mad-man, or a fool: Do the World un- 
derſtand what theſe things mean 1 Do they in- 
deed believe how much the higheſt of them all, 
are below the meaneſt, and loweſt Childe of 
God? Thus I have ſhown you who are che ſub- 
jects of this bleſſedneſs. I know I forget time, 
bur it goes well, may you and I get hut this 
ble ſſedneis ſecured, and ſpend a happy Eter- 
nity. - 
The Second thing that I propoſed to ſpeak 
to, was to prove, that ſuch as theſe are (in ſpight 
of Hell) ſhall be bleſſed; and becauſe in the 
ſoregoing Diſcourſe, this hath been touched 
upon, I ſhall but very briefly run over theſe 
things. | 
Firſt, God ſaith, they ſhall be bleſſed, and 
tberefore they ſual; when the great Perſecutors 
have been bunting for their Prey, and hope to 
roaſt what they haye got, and feed chemſelves 
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with the hopes of the content and pleaſure; 
that they ſhall enjoy; nay, when they ſhall beg 
with tears for the Fleſſing, chey ſhall be fruſtra. 
ted, denyed, curſed, and hear that heart-rend. 
ing reply, they have gotten the bleſſing beſore 
you came, tis now too late, yea, and they ſhall 
be bleſſed. Might I not heap up a World of 
promiſes, the leaſt of which clear a Saints title 
to this bleſſed inheritance ? Time would fail 
me, if I ſhould but read one in Forty; what is 
the meaning of that, E/ 57. 2. Phil.1.21, 2 Cor, 
> . Fob 2.17. 

2. They feel ſomewhat of this happineſs in ili 
eld, therefore they ſpall have it compleated in 
another. How oft do the Saints feel their Souls 
tranſported with the ſenſe of divine pleaſures? 
How many earneſts do they receive of the pur · 
chaſed poſſeſſions ? How mary warm refreſh- 
ing Rates of Divine love break in upon their 
Soul, ſo that they would not exchange one 
Hours comfort for all the joys that ever the 
wicked enjoyed,could they all be united in one, 
and their duration de Eternal? Have I not with 
much comfort ſeen ſome of thoſe triumphing 
Saints reJoycing,when others would have mour- 
ned? Have I not heard them talk of their ſweet 
experienceg,the very mention of which, is more 
reviving to a ſpiritual hearer, than the highefl 
Pleaſures that the ſenſualiſt is eapable of. Some- 
times in Prayer their ſouls even get into the bo- 
ſom of God, and the great God and Man have 
a bleſſed intercourſe, the Soul lets out it felf to 
God, and God lets oue his love to the Soul, 
Sometimes in a meditation the Keart "os 
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ing, and the Fire burns, and ere it is aware, it 

is lifted above the World, yea, and aboye it ſelf 
too: What elle is this, but the clear demon- 
ſtration of the reality of inviſibles? Can meer 

ſancies thus tranſport Men? Muſt they not be- 

lieve their own experiences? Can that joy, 

which is the reſu't of faith and love, and comes 

in from che promiſes; and that in a way of du- 

ty, and cloſe walking with God, Can that be a 

deluſion ? Will the Spirit of truth witneſs to a 

lye? Will goodneſs it ſelf put a cheat upon 

poor Creatures, and that in a matter of ſuch 

vaſt conſequence, as Eternity? Can we con- 

ceive, that he which commands us not to de- 

ceive our Neighbour, ſhould deceive us? Shall 
any that calls himſelf a Chriſtian,entertain ſuch 
blaſphemous apprehenſions of the bleſſed ehe- 
vah? Well then, if it be ſo, that Children of 
God love ſolid and unexpreſſible joys, many 
times even on this (ide glory; Doth not this 
then prove, that hereafter they ſhall be happy, 
and that beyond the apprehenſions of Men, and 

Tongue of Angels? For the Saint in his great- 
eſt dimenſions, fulleſt enjoyments, and talleſt 
ſtature on this ſide the Grave, is but a Chiſde, a 
Dwarf, a Worm, in compariſon of what he will 
de, the next moment after his diſſolution: For 
the proof of this, you may read over theſe,and 
other Scriptures,” Pſal. 16. I 1. Pſal.q2.5. Luk. 
16.22. 2 Cor. 4. 7. Revel. 13. 14. 

3. May I not bring in the wicked themſelves, 
as witneſſes of the Saints happineſs, and their own 
miſery,the Saints wiſdom, and their folly? what. 
elle is the meaning of Balaam's with — — 
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ſhould he be ſo defirous to dye the death of the 
Saint, and to have his latter end like his, if he 
were not thorowly convigeed of this, that ho. 
lineſs were no madneſs, piety no fancy, and re. 

ligion no deluſion? What is it that makes choſe 
in Mat. 26,8, to cry out ſo importunately ; 
Give us of your Oyl, for onr Lamps are gone 
out. I am perſwaded, that all the Reprobates 
in Hell, will one Day juſtife the Children of 
God for their ſeriouſneſs, and wiſh a thouſand 
times, that they had had their ſcorns, loſſes, tor- 
ments: It is no unuſual thing for them, which 
have to do with dying Perſons, to hear them 
crying out with anguiſh, when cheir time is 
ſpent, and their ſands are run out, O you are 
happy, O that I were but in the condition of 
the pooreſt, and miſerableſt Saint upon Earth, 
O that I had but prayed with fervency, heard 
with ſeriouſneſs, and minded my Soul in good 
earneſt! Happy are they that have not all their 
work todo in a dying Hour, O happy are they 
that have ſome Cordial to comfort them in a 
time of ſuch diſtreſs, O, a Chriſt, a Chriſt, ten 
thouſand Worlds now for that Chriſt, wbick I 
deſpiſed?! Theſe are things we are acquainted 
with. Well then,our Enemies themſelves being 
Judges, an 1/raelite indeed is a Perſon of true 
worth, and without controverſie, his eftate is, 
and ſhall be comfortable, blefſed and glorious. 


4. How great are the abſurdities, that elſe 
would follow ? V Vould not the Devil boaſt that 
he hach done more for his followers,than Chriſt 


hath done for his? VVould it not follow that 
Saints 
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Saints are the moſt miſerable fools in the workd? 
then it would be ro no purpoſe to deny ones 
ſelf, to fight with Beaſts at Epheſus, to bear the 
contradiction of ſinners: then Chriſt dyed far 
nothing, or hath done his work by the halves; 
then there is no credit to be given to the Bible, 
God is worſe than his word, and the Scri pture 
promiſes are falſe, then Paul's confidence was 
madneſs, and his boaſting made void; then aſt. 
preaching is a cheat, and che Miniſters of Chriſt 
are Impoſtors,and the wicked are in the right: 
then David would have better reaſon to ſay, he 
hath cleanſed his hands in yain, and that his fre- 
quent deyotions were to no purpole, and his 
Songs at Mid- night, but che dotages of an ex- 
travagant fanſie, and Hours which were {pens 
in Prayer and Meditation, were purely loſt. 
VVhat ſaiſt thou to this, O Chriſtian > would 
not this be ſad news indeed, if all thy hopes 
ſhould come to this » But be of good cheer, 
this is the doctrin which the Devil and his Mi- 
niſters do preach; as long as God is true you 


ſhall not be deceived, as long as he is happy you 


ſhall not be miſerable, and till Hell hach got - 
bove Heaven, you are well enough. Go on 
therefore reſolutely, and let nothing daune thee, 
"tis but yet a little while, and you ſhall ſee all 
this, and more than this a thouſand times made 
good to thee, Fear not, tis God who hath 
ſpoken it, and he commanded his Servant Jobs 
to write, and leave it upon Record. That they 
which dye in the Lord are my and they ſhall 
7 from their Labour; and their Wyrks ds follow 
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3. The next thing which I promiſed to ſpeak 
to, was, to ſhew wherein the bleſſedneſs ol de- 
parted Saints doth conſiſt ; But what work am 
I now about ? Who is ſufficient for theſe things? 
What Tongue can utter the leaſt part of that 
Glory? What Heart can imagine its tranſcen- 
dent excellency ? And what Ears can bear it 
Should ſuch a one as Moſes, Enoch, or Elia 
come ſparkling in his Robes, in the habit of a 
glorified Saint, and ſhould he but tell you what 
a fight he bath ſeen, what melody he hears, 
what imployment be is engaged in, what poſ- 
ſeſſions he enjoys, Where would he endure it? 
I am perſwaded, if in this mortal ſtate, God 
ſhould let in the Soul the hundreth thouſandth. 
part of that Glory, which Saints enjoy in Hes. 
ven, it would in a moment fink a Man, and make 
ſach Bodies as ours now are wither to duſt. I 
have ſeen a great many fine things in my time, 
1 have heard of more, but I can eaſily imagine 
more than ever all the Princes of the Earih, in 
their greateſt ſplendour enjoyed; and yet here 
I am at a lot, and no wonder: For it is beyond 
the reach of Saincs and Angels in Heaven fully 
to conceive what their own happineſs is, and 
believe it is no ſmall part ot their joy, that they 
ſerve a Maſter, who loveth to out-do, not only 
deſerts and expe&ations, but even the imagina - 
tions of his Creatures, How then can ſuch a 
poor Wo m I am. mannage ſuch a work 3s 
this.is> becauſe I cant ſay all, muſt 7 ſay no- 
thing, and pais this over wich filence and admi- 

tion & becauſe this is a great deep, which our 
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ſhoar, ſhall we therefore pever ſail in it? God 
forbid, O may it be my work in time, and to 


Eternity to praiſe that infinite, boundleſs excel. 


lency that is in my God. Though cheſe are 
matters, which one would think ſhould com- 
mand attention and affection both, yet it we 
conſult the lives of all, yea the higheſt experĩ · 
ences of the beſt, notwithliandiog theſe things 
are ſo frequently inculcated, and fo p:ſhonately 
recommended to our cenfideration, yet where 
is the Man or Woman to be found, that lies 
under the lively impreſſions of theſe things: 
And therefore I ſhall think ic not impert nent, 
if I dwell. upon that an Hour, which will be che 
ſubject of your Meditation, and Foundation of 
your comfort, if ever you underſtand what 
Chriſtianity in the life of it means. This only 


by che by, a lictle to quicken your attention. L 


come now to my buſineſs, to ſhew you u herein 
the Saints happineſs after death conſiſte. 

1. It conſiſts in a full everlaſting freedom 
from evil, or any imperfection. | 

2. It conſiſts in a compleat, perfect, and E- 
ternal enjoyment of all the good that our na- 
tures are capable of. wa 

Firſt, It conſiſts in a full and everlafiing, frees 
dom from evil, er any imperfeftion, And dere 
ſhall inſiſt upon ſome of thoſe evils and imper- 
fections, which a Child of God ſhall be freed 
from, as ſoon avs ever Death hath let the Soul 
out of the Body, 0% leut 14: id 

Firſt, The Saint is free from all fn. The 
Bolts ſhall be knock off, the Priſon walls broke 
donn, and che poor Captive. ſet at _— 


[440 
bleſſed ſubilee! How glad would Paul have 
been, if when he cryed out in ſuch an Agony? 
© wretched Man, who ſhall deliver me? if he 
had heard a Voice from Heaven, ſaying, thy 
Sroans have pierced the Clouds, thy Prayer hath 
reached the Heavens, thy Petitions ſhall be 
granted immediately, would not this have been 
grateful news? When before a few days be at 
an end, this ſhall be the condition of every one 
of God's People. Now indeed if you liſten to 
theirCloſets,you ſhould hear how dolefully they 
bemoan their condition, if you follow them in- 
to their Families, What is it that they would 
moſt defire of God? is it not freedom from (in? 
What complaints do they make of chemfelyes, 
that there ſhould be ſo great an unſutableneſs in 
them to God, that their hearts are unſenſible of 
che worth of divine things, that they ſhould have 
fo little love to the Lord Chriſt, and be ſo little 
taken with the kindneſs of the Redeemer ; how 
weak and faint, how cold and dull in duty? how 
ready to betray their Lord, how cowardly inthe 
cauſe of God > But Death will for ever ſilence 
theſe complaints, death tares off aſbua rags 
and preſents him before the Lord without ſpoe 
or wrinckle; or any ſuch thing; ſin indeed ac- 
companieth the ungodly into anether world, he 
reſts from his pleaſures, and his wicked works 
follow him: bur it is far otherwiſe with the god- 
ly, Sin was his burden, and Death ſhall unload 
him; fin ſhall be confined to Hell, Heaven enters 
tains no ſuch deformity : This Tyrant ſhall no 
more inſlave any of Chriſts ſubje&s. The houſe 
of Saul, and che honſe of David ſhall no longet 
PAY con- 
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contend, that bloody conflict between the fleſh 
and ſpirit ſhall then be determined by a final vi- 
Rory, then the Soul will ſay, farewell my hard 
heart, fare wel unbelief, farewel ingratitude; then 
thou ſhalt never entertain an unkind thought 
of God more; the lame and the blind, and the 

ebuſites ſhal be ſmitten when King David comes 
to make his Palace in Zion, thy fins muſt dye 
when the Lord cometh to take the full poſſeſſion 
of this Fort: Royal confeſſion of (in ſhall ſhort- 
ly be needleſs ; no darkneſs ſhall cloud the un- 
derſtanding, no petverſneſs the will, no diſor- 
derlineſs in the affe&ions, no treachery in the 
memory; the Eyes ſhall be better employed chan 
in beholding of Vanity, the Eares ſhall not be 
locked againſt truth, the Hands far from vio- 
lence, the Tongue from deceit, and the Feet 
from walking in ways of wickedneſs. And ſeems 
this a light matter to you who have gone bowed 
all your days under the preſſure of fin ; is it no- 
thing to you to have all your iniquities done a- 
way as a Cloud, and your tranſgreſſions as a 
thick Cloud ? Thus ſee what a kindneſs that for- 
midable enemy doth to all the ſubjects of Chriſts 
Kingdom; what prayers, tears, and groans did 
gradually, it doth at one blow. Thus the oppreſ- 
ſed is delivered, the mourner made to re joyce, 
and the great make · bate between God and the 
Soul, for ever diſcarded, and turned out of 
Doors, Eph.5 27. C. 4.22. 

2. When a Chriſtias dyeth, he ſaall be freed 
from all the temptations of Sathan, Death fers 
the Soul out of the Devils reach; this Angel 
bach nothing to do in „ Serpent ſhafl 

not 
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not come into the higher Paradiſe, nor Sathan 
creep into this Eden: Now indeed he goes up 
and down like a roaring Lyon, ſeeking whom he 
may devour, now he ſets his Ginnes every 
where to catch the unwary Chriſtian : he uſeth 
his ſtratagems to ſur prize them, but then this 
adyerſary ſhall be trod under Foot, his Fiery 
Darts ſhall be quenched, and his deſigns broken, 
O happy Day, When will it come? when the 
Devil ſhall be as unlikely to tempt, as our hearts 
to cloſe : when we are got once ſafe to relt,the 
Devii ſhall as eaſily ſhake God's Throne, as out 
happineſs, Death turns the Key, Bolts and Bar 
this Eenemy our; then,O then thou ſhalt ſee this 
Pharaoh caſt dead on the ſhore, and for ever di- 
abled from making any reſiſtance againſt thee, 
or in the leaſt diſturbing thy peace. Rev. 20. 10 

3. The bleſſeaxeſ; of the People of Goa conſiſt 
eth in their being freed from the frownes and 
flatteries of the World. In life time thou art fain 
to fight thy way to peace, to diſpute every ſtep 
thou goeſt, and canſt never have a quiet Hour 
while thou haſt ſuch ill neighbours: There is a0 
old quarrel between the ſeed of the Woman ani 
the Serpent, and the enmity is radicated, and the 
feud can be cool d with nothing but death. Chri- 
ſian, expect not as long as any of that Caujb 
Generation breath, that theu ſhould'ſt be long 
ſecure; In the world you ſhall have tribulation, 
but be of good cheer, Chriſt hath overcome the 
World, Feb. 16. 33. What though they ſpeak 
great words, Priſon, Halters Faggot?T hou ſhalt 
ere long ride in Rate to glory,and then let chem 
do their worſt : When thou art in Heayen,thep 
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may curſe and increaſe their own miſery, but 
they ſhal not in the leſt diminiſh thy tranquilicy. 
And as for their flacteries,chey ſhall ſignitie no- 
thing, the beauty of this inieriour World will 
be darkned by the brightneſs of that light which 
Death leads chee into; its excellencies will be 
quite eclipſed, its al urements will loſe their po- 
wer. Who can chooſe but contemn the Earth, 
that knows what Heaven meaneth? O how low 
aneſteem haye the moſt experienced men hereof 
ut the World! Honours and riches are accounte4 
very inconfiderable things to them which under- 
dis tand che difference between finite and infinite, 
if. the diſproportion between Time and Eternity; 
ee. Death bloweth the duſt out of our eyes, it plucks 
10. off che Vail, and ſhews one quickly the glory of 
. boch Worlds: and ſo it is not left long to deter- 

mine, which is to be preferred, droſs or ſilver, 
un braſs or gold, a dunghil or a Palace: there will 
ſep be no thought of returning to Zgypt, or Geſber, 
our either in them hich know che fruittulneſs of the 
an WM fpiritual Cagaan, the accomodations of the new 
and Jeruſalem, the pleaſure of the holy Court. 
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| the 4. At Death he ſhall reſt from all bu pains; 
bri⸗ there i; no fear of ſickneſs, ſer 9wes, and aches. 
avi The Stone, Gout, and Plague areDi:tempers that 


long I none labour with there: that Aire is clear, and 
tion, fin which infecteth ocher places, never got foot- 
«the ing there; they chat ſcarce know what a Days 
(peak eaſe now means, ſhall then forget their ſorrow, 


their Conſticutions ſhall be mended, their crazy 
Bodies, that needed to be propped up by Art, 
have now no need of ſuch helps: the lame ſhall 
lep che blinds ſee the weak ſhall be ſtrong, the 
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crooked ſtrait, they which were in deaths oft ſhal 
be never in danger. O happy alteration ! the 
Grave will refine and alter our Bodies, and they 
ſhall there bury all imperfections, and this mortal 
ſhall put on immort ility, and this corruptible in. 
corruption, There the weary ſhall be at reſt, 
Eſa.61.3. & 33.24. & 60. 18. fob 3.17. 

5. The bleſſedneſs of the deceaſed Saints conþift 
eth in their perfect freedome from all wants, a 
fear of want. Here they have their daily watt, 
and in the ſweat of rheix. brows they muſt eat 
their Bread, The World in its belt eſtate is made 
up of vanities and troubles, How much need 
haye we of the help of our fellow-creatures! 
we can't live without the uſe of their bodies and 
lives: we want their ſervice to till our Grounds, 
and to carry our weak Bodyes, that can ſome 
times ſcarce go under their own burden, Wh 
ſhift could we make, if the influences of the Sm 
Moon and Stars were ſuſpended 2 what lamen- 
table complaint ſhould we make, if God ſhould 
ſeal up the Fountains of water?how ſoon ſhoull 
we faint, if he ſhould make the Heavens as Iron, 
and the Earth as Braſs ? What Element can ue 
want, what Creature could we well ſpare ? Bu 
the time is coming, that Day will ſhortly beg 
whoſe brightneſs will make the Sun dark, 
the Moon to diſappear, and all the Stars to les 
their Spheres as uſeleſs. O unbelief, how mile- 
rably doſt thou rob us of the comfort i, which tt 
very fore · thonghts of that hour might bring in 
Dwell O my trembling ſoul upon the Meditation 
of theſe things, Is there no truth nor weightil 
thole Scriptures? E{c60.19.E/.21,29. Giye intl) 
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Anſwer. Why then art theu caſt dewn O my ſoul, 
and why art thou diſquieted within me? Wait up- 
on the Lord, and be of good courage, wait I ſay 
upon the Lord. 

6. Thu happy Man ſoall be quite freed of 
whatſoever may argue an imperfett ſtate. Some 
of thoſe very graces that are now ſo uſeful and 
neceſſary, when their work is done, ſhall be laid 
afide as uſeleſs, I mean Faith, Hope, Patience, de- 
fire; all which ſpeak ſomething of imperfection 
ſhall chen be ſwallowed up of love. They now 
help to leid che ſoul out of Egypt, conduct tho- 
row the red Sea, and Wilderneſs,and ſend ſpices 
into Canaan, and bring good tidings out of that 
Land, they ſee Sihen, Og, and Amalecł diſcom- 
fitted, and their Power broken, they go to the 
Borders of the promiſed Land. nay, they get up 
to Piſga, and upon Mount Neb, there they bid 
the ſoul farewel. Faith, like a skiltul Pilot, keeps 
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ut cloſe to the Ship, till it ſee it out of danger. 
Faith, like loyal Har illai, brings in abundant pro- 
el W viſions for the ſoul, in all its ſtreights, and comes 
ul W wich it to the banks of Jordan, to the brink of 
dal erernicy; but there, there it takes its final leave, & 
00, WW ſends over yong (him ham toqwait upon the King 
ml at persſalem, it ſends love over into Heaven to 
Bu dwell there wich the Lord for ever. O bleſſed 
gi ſtate, wha fai ch ſhall he ſwallowed up of fight? 
Here we live by faith, and not by ſenſe or. ſight, 


in glory we ſhall live by enſe and fight, and not 
by faith. The ſhaddow ſhall vaniſh when the ſub. 
ſtance is come; hope, patience, detice, and fear 
ſhall all paſs away, and be ſwallowed up with an 
eternal fruicion, poſſeſſion, and ſecutity. Happy 
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are the People that are in ſuch a caſe,their clouds 
are quite blown over, they need neither Wind 
or Sails, now they are ſafe landed. What think 
you now of a Child of God, Is it worth the 
while to be religious, 1s _— a folly now: 
and yet chis is not all, come a little fur ther, and! 
will ſhew you greater ch'ngs ſtill. All this is but 
the privative part of their happineſs, I come now 
to couch a little upon the poſitive part; but what 
an Ocean am I now lanching into, who can tell 
all che Priviledges of a Citizen of Zion, what 
Pen can deſcribe the honour and dignities ot the 
Sons of God? But that I may heighten your ſpi- 
rits, and a little antedate your comforts, I ſhall 
in the next place ſhew ſomething of the politive 
part, 

2. The ble ſſedneſs of thoſe which dye in the 
Lord, conſiſts poſitively, 

Firat in this, that they ſhall enter into the So- 
ciety of the Angels, they ſhall leave any longer 
converſing with mortals, and, inſtead of weeping 
friends, ſee themſelves compaſſed with ſinging 
Angels. How do you think that Lazarus was 
affected, who inſtead of Beggars, Crippels, and 
Dogs, had a Guard of Angels waiting upon 
him? What an extaſy of joy was he ſurprized 
with, Luk. 16. 22. This honour have all the 
Saints, We think the ſight of a King, the look of 
a Prince,the company of a Lord a great matter? 
what are they, if compared with the leaſt of ths 
Captains of che Lord's Hoſt ? How vaſt is the 
difference between Fleſh and Spirit? and yet this 
favour the Lord is pleaſed to confer upon the 
lcaſt of his Children. And how glad are the An- 
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gels themſelves of the ſociety of the pooreſt 
Saint? they are glad even here to be doing offices 
of love for them, many a danger they delivered 
them from, many a mercy they conveyed from 
their Father to them, but theſe Earthly Bodies 
were ſcarce capable of communications with ſuch 
noble and ſpiritual Creatures, but at Death they 
ſhall know their old friends and fellow- ſervants, 
and bleſs God with them, and for them tor ever. 
Heb 12. 22. And theſe Chariots and Horſemen 
of Iſrael ſhall carry up 7oſeph to his Fathers 
Houſe, and chere the Sons of God ſhall ſhoue 
tor joy. Time was, the fight of an Angel would 
make a Saint tremble, but then it ſhall make 
them to triumph: and what ſtories will they teil 
them, of che providences of God toward chem, 
and joyn with them in che high praiſes of his 


goodneſs and love? But all this is but little to 


what follows, \ 

2, At Death, the ſouls of believers are made 
perfect in holineſs. How will they in a moment 
ſee themſelves as white as ſnow ? how glorious 
ſhall the Kings Daughter be,when her beauty is 
perfect, how lovelily will ſhe look, when ſhe's 
clad with innocent purity, how excellent when 
her royal Husband the Lord Cbriſt ſhall be infi- 
nicely taken with her? Will he not then ſay, thou 
art all tair my love, there is no ſpot in thee. Come 
with me from Lebanon my Spouſe, with me from 
Lebanon, from the top of «Amana, from the 
top of Shenir and Hermon, from che Lyons 
Dens, from the Mountains of Leopards. Thou 
haſt raviſhed my heart, my Si ſter, my Spouſe, thou 
haſt taviſned my heart, wich one of thine Eyes, 
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with one Chain of thy Neck: How fair is thy 
love, my Siſter, my Spouſe ? &c, Can. 4. 7, f. 
©, 10. If the Lord ſee ſo much beauty here in 
his Church, what will he do hereafter, when he 
ſhall have waſh'd away all her defilements, and 
taken out her ftains, and have decked her with 
his Jewels, and put on her Wedding Garment? 
That Day is coming, O my ſoul! when will the 
ſhaddows flee away, when will Days and Nights 
be all at an end, when will time be ſpent, when 
Mall the Curtain be drawn? O that, that's the 
place! thou ſhale then love that precious Jeſus, 
with a Seraphick and Angel. like love, thou wilt 
then as much delight and rejoyce in him, as A. 
braham, David, and Paul did. Thy drowiſie ſoul 
Hall be as nimble and active in the ſervice of thy 
great Maker, as Enoch and Elias; thou ſhalt 
praiſe him Day and Night, and be no more 
weary than the Angels chemſelyes : thou ſhalt 
perfectly underſtand the will of God, and rea- 
dily obey it : thou ſhalt be holy as God is holy; 
And what would you now give for ſuch a frame? 
how glad would yau be to feel a connaturality 
to divine imployments, how happy would you 
think your ſelyes, if your heart were always 
as God would have it? Is it not for this, that 
you faſt and pray? Is it not for this, that you 
hear, read, and meditate? Is not this the end of 
Sacraments ? Well, be of good cheer,in Mount 
Zion there ſhall be deliverance and holineſs : 
Obed. 17. And is all this nothing, ſeemeth it 
{till a ſmall priviledge to be a Child of God, and 
like our Father? who that underſtands this 
would notbid Death welcome, and n now 
. | h raye 
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Grave do thy worſt ? Ask Paal, and he will tel} 
you. that upon this account he groans: enquire 
of David, and be will let you underſtand, that 
be never expects ſacisfaRion, till he awake with 
God's likeneſs. Pſal. 17. 
3. Another thing wherein the bleſſedneſs of 
a Chriſtian at Death lyes, is this, the ſight of 
Chriſt, What can be more deſired by a Child of 
God, than to behold and enjoy him, by whom 
all the mercies we have, and all that we expect, 
flow in to us, Eph. I. 1 1. That good old Saint, 
Lak. 2. 30. thought it a Heaven upon Earth to 
ſee him, though his Majeſty was vailed, and the 
brighineſs of his glory wrapped up, and covered 
by his humanity, he doth ſing a Requiem to his 
Soul, and ſay, Now let thy Servant depatt in 
peace, for mine Eyes have ſeen thy Salvation. 
How were Peter, James,and John, affected at his 
transfiguration, Mat. 17. 2. What an admirable 
frame doth the Spouſe ſeem to be in, when ſhe 
ſaw only the ſhadow and back-parts of this be- 
loved one, Cant. 5. 16. She can't tell when to 
have done commending of him. Bur all this is 
but a ſmall thing, compared to the fight which 
they ſhall ſee, when their graces ſhall be com- 
pleat, and their ſoul like him; and then ſhall they 
behold che King in his beauty;no longer the con- 
tempt and ſcorn of the World, no longer in po- 
yerty and want, no longer crucified and rejected; 
but Jeſus, the expreſs Image of his Father, and 
the brightneſs of his glory, accompanyed with 
Millions of Angels, all at his command, and 
yet for all this, caſting a gracious eye upon them; 
then ſhall the Soul behold him face to acer 
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did, and ſuffered ſuch woriderful things for it ; 
*was he that came out of his Fathers boſome, 
*:was he that ſtept out of his Throne, and put off 
his Robes, that came leaping over the Mountains 
and skipping over the Hills, running thorow a 
thouſand difficulties, that he mighrpluck thee out 
of thy miſery, and deliver thee out of the paw 
ofthe Lyon, and the Bear, that he might redeem 
thee from the power of Sin, Death, and Hell. 
How will the Heavens eccho with ſongs of joy, 
when the Bride, the Lamb's Wife, ſnall come to 
dwell with her Husband for ever? IJſay 33. 17, 
Chrift is the deſire of Nations, the joy of An- 
gels, the delight of the Father, and he in whom 
he is well pleaſed. What ſolace then muſt that 
foul be fill'd with, that hath the poſſeſſion of him 
to all Eternity, Is not his love better than wine, 
and a look of his countenance to be prefer'd be. 
fore Corn and Oyl? Is not his kindneſs to be ya- 
lued above life it ſelf > What meaneſt thou then 
O my ſoul, that thou doſt fo dread his coming? 
Why arc thou ſo loath co be with him > Why art 
thou afraid of the enjoyment of him? Will thy 
Redeemer make thee a ſlave, bath Heaven chan- 
ged his Nature, and made him leſs defirable? 
Will chy Saviour make thee miſerable ? Awake 
then, O ye Saints, and ſtand a tip-toe, wait, watch 
and long till thou ſee him, who alone can fill 
thy ſoul / fight, ſtrive, and run, till you enjoy. 
One ſmile of his, one look of his loye, is worth 
the pleaſures of ten worlds: where is thy heart, 
whete are thy deſires, what's become of thy 
love? if Chriſt doth not affect, draw, and fire 
thee, what will? but when thou ſhalt ſee Chriſt 
. Dr 
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indeed, his very looks will ſo warm thy Soul, 
chat thou ſhalt in a moment feel a divine flame, 
which ſha)l never be extinguiſhed, as long as 
Chriſt, the object of thy love, ſhall live: the 
fight of Chriſt will put new lite into thy ſoul, 
and make thy love and joy freſh for ever, this is 
he, O my ſoul, that was wounded, that thou 
mighteſt be healed, this is he who was crowned 
with Thorns, that thou mi ghteſt be Crowned 
wich Glory; this, this is he that dyed, that 
thou mighteſt live. Is not all the Glory of Hea- 
ven wrapped up in him? Are not the Treaſures 
of divine kindneſs, which were ſometimes hid 
in him, now opened? Tell me now, O my ſoul, 
is there any in two worlds comparable to him ? 
Was not that he that ſheltered thee from the 
ſtorms of God's wrath? V Vas not that precious 
Body, the Shield which blunted the Sword of 
Juſtice, and kept the Arrowes of the Almighty 
trom doing dreadful execution upon thee, an E- 
nemy, Traytor,and Rebel? VVas it not he that 
laid down the price. that bought thy pardon, 
that purchaſe | this Lohericance ? was it not he 
chat fed thee with his Body, that broached his 
heart blood, to quench the thirſt of chy ſoul, 
the luſts of thy heart, and the flames of God's 
indignation? Look upon him, is he not made up 
of love? I fee now, it is not for nothing, that 
the Virgins did love him, it was not without 
good reaſon, that the Sponſe was ſick; it was 
not without very good cauſe, that the Saints did 
ſo long to be wich Him; te be with him did I 
ſay> who that hears of him, can chooſe bue 
wiſh to ſee Him, who that ſees him, can — 
wich- 
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without him, who that lives with him can leave 
him? What mean the World > Sure they are 
dend, blind, or mad: but where am I now > This 
is a ſubject ſo ſweet, that I can't tell how to 
make an end; O that I might ſee, know, and 
enjoy! look dear Jeſus upon me, and let me go, 
and tell the World thy beauties, let me every day 
have a little fight of thee, that I may commend 
thee a thouſand times more feelingly, and that I 
may command the affections of all that hear of 
thee, that nothing but thy love may ſerve their 
turns. Pardon me, that this admirable one hath 
drawn out my thoughts ſo largely. If you can 
but love after all this, and ſee him when you die 
with comfort, you will ſay, I were too ſhort in 
his praiſes, and too ſuperficial in his commen- 
dations, and that the half was not told you. 

4. The blefſedneſs of departed Saints lies in 
this, that they ſhall meet with all che Children of 
God, and have communion with the Spirits of 
the juſt, made perfect. Thou ſhalt then meet thy 
beſt friends, whoſe company was ſo warming, 
whoſe words were ſo incouraging, whoſe lives 
did fo much command Religion, their Faces did 
then ſhine, their conyerſation was in Heaven but 
Owhat an alteration there is in them for the bet. 
ter | their Souls are now like Chriſt, nothing but 
grace, loye, and praiſe: no difference in judg- 
ment, no pride or paſſion, nothing that offends: 
And how will they welcome you to their Fa- 
thers Houſe, you that took ſweet counſel toge- 
ther, that went to the Houle of God, that talk'd 
of that glory, how glad will you be, when you 
meet in it? Nay,death will bring you pcquainged 
| Wit 
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with all theſe famous Worthies, of whom the 
World was not worthy, the noble Champions of 
Chriſt, which thought not their lives dear to 
them, ſo they might but finiſh their courſe with 
joy: this Porter opens the Door, and lets the 
Saints ſoul into that Palace, where all the Favou- 
rites of that great Prince reſide; and thou ſhalt 
ſtand alſo with them upon Mount Zion, in the 
preſence of that mighty King, and ſhalt behold, 
and live in his glory for ever: And is all this in- 
confiderable > What would I give to ſee Enoch, 
that walked with God? How glad ſhoutd I be to 
be acquainted with Elias? how Joyful,if F might 
have ſome diſcourſe with Paul! Would it not 
make one couragious in the cauſe of God,if one 
could hear Daniel, or the Three Children tell 
the ſtory of their deliverance? How ſhould one 
be pleaſed to have it from the Mouth of Afoſes, 
Foſbuah, and Caleb, what God did for ae in 
the Fields of Ham the Red-Sea,and theWilder- 
neſs? and how he brought t hem into che Land of 
fanaan ; how do you think you ſhould be af- 


tected ar ſuch things as theſe » why ? as formi- 


dable as Death looks, it's he that brings us to 
the ſpeech of all theſe. How loath are we now 
to part, when a knot of us have got together, 
to talk about the things of another World? are 
not the Saints the excellent ones, in whom is our 
delight > is not the empty diſcourſe of the unex- 
perienced World tedious, and their Company a 
burden? Why? Heaven hath in it none but 
Saints,and Angels, and the bleſſed God, Is not 
that Company indeed? and all their work will be 
to admire, praiſe, and love God, and to take 
? 88 infinite 
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infinite delight, and complacency in him to all E. 
ternity. O what acclamations of joy will there 
be, when all che Children of God ſhall meet to- 
gether, without fear of being diſturbed by the 
Antichriſtian and Ca»; brood! when they meet 
and never part, but joyn in HalleJujahs for ever. 
That, that's che melody, when a Quire of ten 
thouſand times ten thouſand of Angels ſhall fing 
an Eternal Song, and the hundred and forty and 
four chouſand, and that innumerable Company, 
out of all Nations Tongues, and Kindreds,ſhall 
anſwer, ſaying, Bl://ing.convar, glory, and power, 
be anto Him that ſits upon the Throne, and unto 
the Lamb for ever and ever. Rev 5 13. Luk. 13. 
28,29. Heb. 1 1.22. Epi. 2. 19. 

5. An other thing, wherein the bleſſedneſs of 
the Saints departed conſiſts, is, that then all their 
Prayers ſhall be fully anſwered, their deſires ſa- 
tisfied, and hopes enjoyed. They now oft, with 
ſorrow, hear the reproaches of the wicked, who 
are ready to ask them, where is their God ? 
what is become of cheir faſts, tears, and groans, 
to what purpoſe do they affl:& themſelyes? what 
profit is it for them to call upon God? what be; 
nefit is there in ſerving the Almighty? The wick. 
ed boaſt of the ir hearts deſire, and are ready to 
ſleight Religion, as a uſeleſs and contemptible 
thing. But is there not a time a coming, when 
the godly may ask chem, what protit they have 
now in their pleaſures, what comtort in their 
greatneſs, What fruit of all their labours? and 
with unſpeakable ſatisſaction, produce their 
Crown, and ſay, This, this was che prize that 
we contended for; this was the reward that we 
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had in our Eye, this was the glory and honour 
which we ſo highly valued; This & cur God in 
whom we have ti»ſ.ea, Eſ. 25 9. The Saints 
ſhall chen ſee, that it was nar in vain to ſeek, 
knock, and wait; then chey ſhall underſtand that 
nothing was loſt, which was ſpent for their ſouls 
and Heaven: they ſhall ſhortly know, that the 
pooreſt hearty groan was heard, the quickeſt e- 
jiculations were not unobſerved, and that the 
weakelt ſincere Prayers were able to pierce the 
Heavens. O who would not ſerve ſuch a Ma- 
ſter. who can't forget any of his | nay, the Lord 
will infinitely out : do their requeſts, and give 
them more than their Tongues could ask, and 
minds conceive. This is the portion of chem that 
ſeek thee, that ſeek thy face, O Jacob. 

6. At Death, the Believer ſhall be poſſeſſed of 
God, and know what the beatifical viſion means: 
and if you would be better ſatisfied u hat this is, 
my requeſt is, that you would live holily, and go, 
and ſee. And if after a ſight and ſenſe of this in- 
comprehenſible glory, you finde that I have de- 
ceived you, by making you to over value it, I 
am contented to bear the blame of an Impoſtor. 
I am here but brief, becauſe I muſt confeſs my 
Meditations are now at a loſs, and filence,and 2 
ſtoniſnment muſt ſpeak che reſt. 

7. That which is no ſmall addition to a Saitzt's 
happineſs is this, that there is no fear of loſug 
of it; his Enemies can't rob him, for they ate 
all ſafe enough, and his Treaſure is locked up 
there, where neither Moth, nor Ruſt can corrupe, 
nor Thieves break thorow, and ſteal; che Chri- 
ſtian may chen rejoyce over his Enemy, an - lays 
Os a What 
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Who ſhall ſeparate me from the love of God 
they that are ſafe in Heaven, need not to enter. 
tain any fears of loſing their Inheritance. If God 
that made Heaven, and brought them to it, can 
ſecure them, it Chriſt that bought it for them, 
can make good his purchaſe, if all challenges 
are laid aſide, they are well enough; thy houſe 
ſhal nor be ſhaken,thy comforts are durable, and 
the leaſe of thy Inheritance runs parallel with the 
life of God, and muſt not expire till Eternity 
be ſpent. Rom. 8 33. Heb. 13. J. I/. 54. 10. J. 
35, laſt. 

8. The laſt thing that I ſhall mention, wherein 
the happineſs of the Dead. that die in the Lord, 
conſiſts, is in the full and joyful aſſurance of 4 
glorious reſurrection, and acquittance at the day 
of Judgment. Their Bodies are the ſacred Tem- 
ples wherein God did dwell, they are not there. 
fore to be buried in forgetfulneſs, but ſhall be 
reſerved as Jewels in a Cabinet, and at the Re- 
ſurrection, they ſhall be furbuſhed, and ſet in 
Glory ; the very Duſt of che Saints is precious, 
and thoſe very Members, that were aſſiſtant to 
the Soul, in the Worſhip of God, ſhall partake 
of its Glory; and upon this account, the People 
of God dye in faith, that their Bodies and Souls 
ſhall have a bleſſed Meeting; upon this account; 
Believers weep not at the Incerment of their 
Chriſtian brethren, as thoſe which have no hope 
"ur the thoughts of 3 future meeting ſwallows 
up the grief of preſent parting; they underſtand 
that it would be a piece of unkindneſs to be 
grieyed at their happineſs,and that it ſpeaks tod 
much felf-loye,and coo great a disbelief of cheit 
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unſcen glory, and too much defre, that our 
wills ſhould be done before God's, What a deal 
of ſorrow would the ſound belief of the reality 
of inyifibles prevent © With what chearfulneſs: 
might the dear Children of God part, when they 
think how certainly, and ſpeedily they (hall ſee 
one another again, never to part more. If the 
Doctrin of the Reſurrection were but better un 
derſtood, it the Grave were but looked upon, 
as a Chamber to reſt in, and if faith could but 
take Death to be but an undreſſing, to put on 
better raiment, how contentedly then ſhould we 
be unclothed that we might be clothed with im» 
mortality: And why ſeems it a thing incredible 
that the Body ſhould riſe again? Is ic a thing in+ 
credible,chat he which made a World out of no- 
thing, ſhould raiſe up our lifeleſs Duſt, and ſcat- 
tered Bones ? Is any thing too hard for the Al- 
mighty ? Was he put to it, when he made Man 
out of a lump of Clay? Is it beyond his power 
to raiſe Children to Abraham out of the very 
Stones d Can nothing be acted by gn Omni po. 
tent Agent, but it muſt firſt be forged in out 
brains ? Shall God indeed come ald bow to us, 
and wiſdom ask counſel of folly, how he ſhould 
manage his affairs? Doth not God every Day 
do as great wonders, as this ? and hath not he 
given our faith yery con derable helps in this 
matter? Doth not his yearly providences preach 
the truth of this Doctrin? What Farmer thinks 
his Seed loft, when ic's buried under the Chods, 
when the Winter hath diſrobed the Medoiyey, 
and covered them with a white Mantle, will yay 
therefore conclude they ſhall never be: dreſſed a: 
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Flowers? but if all this ſignify nothing, what do 
you think of what God hach done already ? w 
Lazaru his Reſurre&ion a cheat? and were the 
Evangeliſts miſtaken, which tell us of che riſing 
of many of the Saints, and that they went into 
the holy City ? Is Chriſt (till in che Grave? and 
if cheſe things be otherwiſe, why ſhould not th 
which hach been, be again? What - hath God 
Jeſs power than he had Is his Arm weaker than 
it was - Is the Grave too ſtrong for him ? And 
are the Doors of it ſo faſt locked, that his Key | 
can't open them: Did Chriſt promiſe more that 
he could make good, when he ſaid, I will ra: 
them up at the laſt Day. O unbeliet ! how doſt 
thou ſpoyl my comforts, and daunt my courage, 
truth can't lie, the Almighty can't be weak,God 
is till like himſelf, And if the caſe be ſo, whats * 
ood condition is the dead Saint in? bis lifes 
Fig with Chriſt, and when Chriſt,who'is bis lite 
ſhall appear, he alfo ſhall appear with him is 
Glory; And what kind of Body will this be? 
when it ſhall be like the glorious Body of Ci 
perfect, active, immortal. Look up to the Sly: 
do you ſee how bright chat Body is, which lights 
ens the whole VVorld, how haſtily that Cham 
pion runs to finiſh his appointed courſe ? why 
that cold and dead Body ſhall ere long be as git# 
rious, as the Sun in its ſtrength, & as lively in 
motions? How eaſily will it mount into the 
to meet the Lord in the Cloude? how aRtive 
will it paſs from one fide of the Heavens to at 
ther, wich as much expedition, as it ſhall deſire? 
how readily will it ran at che command of 
6 
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great Maſter, and keep pate with thoſe winged 
eſſengers the Angels; they ſhall be no longer 
ſach heavy, dull pieces of Clay, and bundles of 
Diſeaſes, but when they are called out of their 
Bed, they ſhall be refreſhed abundantly ,and with 
joy meet their Souls, and be acted by theni; O 
me thinks what kind of greeting will theſe two 
old Companions have, when they fee one ano- 
ther in an other world; what ſtrange ſalutations 
will chey give each other, V Vill not che foul ſay 
to the body, where hadft thou, O wy friend, 
that glorious ſplendor ? who clothed thee in ſo 
lovely a dreſs? how cameſt thou by that Majeſty 
and beauty? Art thou that Body which were 
wont to bear me company to the Houle of God, 
Are thoſe the Eyes that wepr ſo oft? Are thoſe 
the Feet which travelled ſo many Miles to hear 
the V Vord. O excellent alteration I well, now 
you ſee that your pains was not altogether loſt, 
and as tor me, 1 have beheld the glory of our 
royal Bridegroom, I have viewed his Chambers; 
and have lodged in bis bofom, ever ſince you 
and I parted, and I have found that he hath 
made good alf his promiſes to a tittle. I had 
no ſooner parted from thee, but he ſent his 
Angels fot me, and they brought me with joy 
into his Pavilian, and there did I ſee him com- 
poſed wie Millions of ſuch Courtiers, and all 
our old Friends I ſaw there; and O ſuch joy, 
happineſs , and pleafare is unſpeakable ; but 
What ſound is that which I hear, Is it not 
the Voice of che Arch. Angel? we are com- 
manded away; VVho is that, do you think, 
chat rides in ſuch Rate, wich ſo greata Train 
20 =+ alter 
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«cer him ? who fits upon that Throne; hark, 
hark, he calls you, make haſte, make baſte 3. 
way. — Come you bleſſed of my Father, 
enter now into yow Maſters joy : Dwell in 
the Manſions that I have prepared, poſſeſs the 
Inheritance that I have given you: You are 
mine, and I am yours, I haye betrothed you 
to my ſelf long ſince, and now the marriage 
Day is come, and I cake you to be my Spouſe 
for ever. Before my Father, and cheſe my 
Servants, I take you to be my wedded VViſe 
for eyer: and I do now for eyer acquit you 
from all offences, they ſhall never be remem- 
bred any more; I inveſt you with the ſame. 
glory that I poſſeſs, I indow you wich all the 
Riches of my Kingdom, I will remoye what- 
ſoever may offend yon; look how your Ene- 
mies cremble, I have already vindicated you 
from all choſe falſe imputations, which their 
malice did caſt upon you. I have filenced your 
accuſers, and for ever ſtopped the Mouths of 
their great adverſaries, and they ſhall immeds 
ately be removed out of their fight, and pay 
dearly for all their abuſes. Juſtice, call choſe 
Priſoners to the Bar. Depart from me t 
curſed into everlaſting Fire, prepared for the Divi 
and his Angels. And now my beloved, the I. 
Cloud is quite gone; come now into my Arms, 
I will never frown more, come away my love, 
my Dove, my undefiled, and rejoyce in my love, 
you and I will never part more; what { haves 
yours. am well pleaſed in my choice. my Fathet 
loves you, as I do; you ſhall be where I am, ani 
have the ſame pleaſures that I have, and * 
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7 do to Eternity. Amen, hallelujab, even ſo come 
Lord peſiu, come quickly. Mat. 26.3 1, Cc. Fobn 
17.24. Rev. 2 1.9, Cc. 1 Cor. 1 5. 33.54. Dan. 1 2. 
2, 3. Mal. 3. 16, 17. Mal. 4. 1. 1 Theſ. 4. 14, 15, 
16, 17, 18. And is not this a ſufficienc reward, 
for thoſe poor ſervices, which the believer doth 
perform, while he lives upon the Earth? Is there 
nothing in all this? Seemeth it to you a ſmall 
matter to be free from fin - Is it no favour to 
be ſecured from Sathan ? I not that a defirable 
place, wherein there is ſo much glory, that the 
World in its beſt dreſs, looks like a deform'd 
ugly thing to ic? V Vho would not be glad to 
have all Diſeaſes cured, pains removed, and wants 
ſupplied ? VVill not that be a Day of comfort 
indeed ? when Faith ſhall be ended in ſight, hope 
in enjoyment, deſire in a delightful and Eternal 
fruition ? when, patience ſhall have done all its 
work, when an everlaſting Jubilee ſhall put 2 
period to all ſorrows? Is it no honour to be 
conveyed into Heaven by a Guard of Angels? 
Do you count it an inconſiderable favour to ſee 
King Feſws in his Throne? Have you no deſire 
to be w th all your good friends, and co know 
all che Favourites of Heaven? wou d you not 
reckon it a great mercy,to have all your Prayers 
anſwered to the full? Will there be no pleaſure 
in the beatifical Viſion? Would not all this be 
the more conſiderable, if it might laſt always ? 
Is it no ſatis faction to you, to know that your 
Body ſhall be raiſed, like Chriſt's Body ? and 
that your Body and Soul ſhall be publickly ac- 
quitted, owned, and bleſſed before the. great 
Court: and after this, live in the ſame glory 
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that Chriſt lives in: It all this be worth the 
having, then the departed Saint is no loſer, and 
we may well ſay, Bleſſed are the Dead which dye 
in the Lord. | 
Thus 1 have ſhewed who are they which dye 
in tho Lord; and proved that ſuch are bleſſed, 
and ſhewed wherein their bleſſcdneſs doth con. 
fiſt, I now come to make ſome Improvement 
of this Doctrin. 

| Uſe I, 


Fir, By way of Information, that holineſs 
is no ſuch filly thing, as the World thinks it to 
be; Sure, if there be any thing in reſt, happi- 
neſs, and glory, then the Sa int ſcarce deſeryed 
the imputation of Fanaticiſme : They which 
have received their Wages, will ſay, that the 
ſervice of God is not unproficable, and they 
finde themſelves to be no loſers, though credit, 
eſtate, and blood were ſpent in the caule of 
_ Chriſt ; Should you ask them, who, thorow 
many Tribulations, have entred into the King- 
dom of Heaven? Whether they repent of their 
diligence for Heayen, whecher God hath not 
paid them double far their ſelf-denyal, loſſes, 
and kineneſſes ? Would they not cry out truly, 
God is good to Iſtael, how great is that Tres- 
ſure, that is laid up for them that fear him? 
Never ſer any grutch to ſerye God cheerfully, * 
for verily he is a rewarder of them which dili- 
gently ſeek him. "Hy 
Uſe II, | 
If the Saint be ſo happy in another World, 
then let us all examine, whether we are in the 
number of choſe Perſons, for whom ſuch thing 
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are prepared. Confider firs, that this is not 
like to be every Man's Portion, all Men and 
Women are not Kings and Queens,nor all the 
Sons of Adam Heirs of ſuch an Inheritance; 
few run ſo as to obtain, few fight ſo as to con- 
quer, and get the Field, few act, as if this bleſ- 
ſedneſs were worth the minding; and let me 
ne tell you, Heaven is not got with a wet Finger, 

moſt do their work by the halves, and though 

the Spiric moye them, the Word, Providences 


eſs call them, the Miniſters beſeech them, yet all 
to will not do; they will not be perſwaded, but a 
i few lazy wiſhes will do, as well as all the ſeri- 
ed ouſneſs in the World, and thus they will put 
ch things to the venture, and count a hazard, in 
be the matters of their Souls and Eternity, but a 
ey trivial thing: We can't for our lives get Men 
it, to be in good earneſt, but they will bleſs them - 
of ſelves, though God curſe them; and take it for 
Ni granted, that all is well, when God knows they 
p< are ings ſad a condition, as can well be imagi- 
cit ned on this fide of Damnation. We tell them 
ot that moſt miſtake, and that miftake here is the 
&, moſt deplorable; and yer ſtill Men are aſleep ; 
ly, and what if this ſhould be thy condition. O Sin- 
es- ner, that comeſt hither for ſaſhion ſake, and 
n? ſirs there very trim and cheary > YV VYhart ſayſt 
Iys thou Man, art provided for Eternity? VVhat 4 


il title haſt thou to Glory? Doſt thou know 
x what it means to be convinced of Sin? .V Vas 
it ever made ſoathſome to thee ? And canſt 

1d; thou ſay thou hateſt it wich a perfect hatred? 
| and that not only as contrary to thee, and as 
it brings Hell, Miſery, and Dannatioa with 
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it, but as it is contrary eo God; abuſing his 

poodneſs, hating his purity, dechroning his 
Majeſty, bath fin ever looked you in the face 
beſmeered with the blood of Chriſt? Were you 
ever made to underſtand your abſolute need of 
Chriſt? Did you ever make a compleat teſig · 
nation of your ſelf to him? and hath it been 
your buſineſs to act for him? and have you felt 
any ſtrength coming from him, enabling of you 
to bring forth fruit meet for repentance, and to 
dye unto fin, and to live unto righteouſneſs? 
and yet after all this,haye you looked upon your 
ſelf as an unprofitable ſervant > what experi« 
ence have yon in theſe things? put this queſt» 
on home to thy conſcience; ſay, am 7 acquain- 
ted with ſuch things or no? Are theſe thing: 
Riddles to me, or do I know what they mean o | 
well now, have you done as I bid you,and what 
ſaich conſcience? is it altogether ſilent, or doth 
it put you off till another time ? why, then 
ſpeak again, and again, and ask it whether this 
be not a ſerious queſtion, and a buſineſs of ſome 
importance : but becauſe People for the moſt 
part trifl: in this great bufineſs, I ſhall ſpeak 
ſome ching by way of Lamentation and con- 
viction. 


d It. 

Is it ſo, that they are bleſſed that die in the Lord, 
then what a caſe are they in, which live and die 
out of Chriſt ? if none but the friends and chil» 
dren of God be thus happy, what will become 
of chem which are aliens from the Commons 
wealch of Iſrael, that live without God in the 
World? VVhere ſhall the wicked and ungodly 
appear # 
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eppeat? O what a lamentable condition ate 
moſt of the VVorld in! if we could ſee all the 
dead Souls in this Congregation,whac a ghaſt- 
ly fighe would it be, ſhould God ſtrike all them 
dead, which lye in their fins, and know not 
Chriſt; it is to be feared, that the Aſſembly 
would be far thinner than it is? ſhould che 
Graves open, and the ſouls and Bones ſay to us, 
make haſt, make haſt, get up your ſouls dreſſed, 
for within three Days you muſt lie in this black 
and cold Chamber wich us? How would this 
make moſt of our Faces to gather paleneſs, and 
our joynts ready to knock one againſt another? 
but what if another Voice ſhould ſecond it, 
and one ſhould come roaring out of Hell,wrap- 
ped about with Flames, and ſhonld ſay, it is a 
fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living 
God, they that die in fin muſt be buried in Hell, 
and if this very moment, you do not turn, you 
muſt take a place with us in thoſe torments, 
from which there is no redemption z V Vould ' 
this move you? why firs, is there not as much 
reaſon that you ſhould believe God, as the dam- 
ned? O what wonderÞ#are ſtupid finners ! how 
unconcerned do they go up avd down, as if it 
were a yery eaſy thing co prepare for Death, 
and a needleſs thing to think of Eternity. O 
you that know a little, what the liſe and death 
of a ſoul is, come help us to mourn over our 
dead, Doth not the very Aire {mell of the dead? 
Are not their numbers ſcarce to be computed? 
whole Families, Towns, Cities, and ſcarce one 
living ſoul amongſt them ! O where, where is 
dur pity ? how can we bear to ſee (0 many mil- 

| | lions 
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lions go to the Pit, and not beſtow one tear up: 
on them ? what's che matter, O my ſou], that 
thou art no more compaſhonate? would Heſter, 
Jeremiah, Paul; nay,would the King and Prin- 
ces of Niniveh have been no more troubled, if 
Souls had been in the ſame danger in their days, 
as they are in ours. But that I may a little move 
my ſelf and others; let me commune a little 
with you, you are yet in your ſenſes, and have 
the uſe of your underſtandings, and are not 
brutes nor ſtones; ſhall I have leave to reaſon 
the caſe a little with you > do you never uſe 
your reaſon ? have you not a principle of ſelþ 
preſeryation? do you neyer conſider whither 
you are going, while you make haſt to Hell? 
Do you never think of Heaven? and is it ſo 
frightful a place, that you ſhould be afraid of 
it? will it undo you to be ſaved ? and is that 
bleſſedneſs, which I have ſer before you, ſo con- 
tempeible a thing, that you will not ſo much # 
give the thoughts of it one Hours entertain - 
ment in your ſoul ? Can you be contented with- 
out it, and prefer your ſhort lived pleaſures be. 
fore it? if che caſe be ſo, thank your ſelves, if 
you have your choice, blame not God, if he de- 
ny you that which you thonghe not worth the 
accepting: As for us Miniſters, we call God, 
Angels, and Men to witneſs, that we have told 
ycu of your danger, and if you will not take 
warning, who can help it; if we knew what 
in the World to do to prevent your ruine, G0 
forbid but that we ſhould readily do it, but if 
after all your threatnings, perſwaſions, and in- 
treaties, you will go on ſtill, why, your blood 
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be upon your own Souls; but though I ſpeak 
thus, I hope better things of many here preſent, 
and chings that do accompany ſalvation, I ſhall 
ſpeak for your incouragement in the next Uſe. 

Uſe IV... 

ls it ſo, that they are bleſſed that dye in the 
Lord, why then ſhould the believer be ſo much 
afraid ot Death ? What though it be the King 
of terrors, Is it ſo to all > Have not ſome hand. 
led this Serpent without any fear? What have 
I been proving all this while? Is there not one 
word of ſenſe in all that hath been ſpoken ? get 
but this ſecured that you are a Child of God, 
make but the King your friend, and then nei- 
ther his Serjeant, nor his Porter will do you 
any hurt, except to arreſt your enemies, and to 
open the Gates of his Palace to you, and to ad- 
mit you into his Preſence be counted an injury: 
who would be afraid of everlaſting reſt, why 
ſhould any one be ſo loth to have his diſeaſes 
healed,why ſhould we be ſo unwilling to receive 
that which we ſeem with much earneſtneſs to 
ask? Will the Priſoner chooſe always to live 
confhned ? will he fall in love with his Chains, 
or be angry with him that comes to knock off 
his ſhackles? Is the miſerable Captive afraid of 
his liberty > why do you hear, pray, and read? 
to what purpoſe do you ſtrive, watch, and hope: 
Is it all for that which you tremble to have; 
what report doth faith bring of another World? 
Doth it tell you that it is a Land of Darkneſs 
and ſorrow, or that it is a place of joy, pleaſure 
and happineſs ? and what ſtill loath to depart ? 
15 this World the more deficable of the cwo, 
and 
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and ate thy ſins and carnal Companions more 

lovely than Chriſt ! If the eaſe be ſo, then why 
doſt thou talk of — Is this your faith? 
the truth of it is, if ehis be thy caſe, thou haſt 
no great teaſon to be over deſirous of leaving 
this World, for I perceive thou haſt built thy 
Houſe here, and doſt not take Heaven for thy 
Reſt, but in caſe of abſolute neceſſity, thoy 
thinkeſt ic a more tolerable place than Hell and 
Torments. But thou art not the Perſon, that l 
have now to do with, I ſhall ſpeak a word or 
two to ſuch by and by: my erranc it is to thee, 
O praying and believing Saint, I would fain 
hearten thee up a little, that thou mayꝰſt ſhew 
the World, that Heaven is not ſo ſorry a prefer- 
ment,as that one ſhould hardly be perſwaded to 
accept of it, but that it is indeed wha: the Scri+ 

ures, Miniſters, and the Children of God fay 

it is. O contradi& not your profeſſion, and let 

the wicked ſee, that you have got ſomething in 
an other World, and that your happineſs begins 
there, where theirs ends. You work hard, and 
will you be afraid when Night comes to receive 
your wages, I hope you will not ſay that the 
Lord is a hard Maſter, and that his wages are 
not worth the receiving, Let the wicked tremble - 
and the enemies of God fear, and let the work · 

ers of iniquity be afraid of their appearance be- 
fore their Jude. But let not the taicbful ſubjeR 

dread his King, the Wife her Husband, nor the 

Child his Father. I would fain argue my ſelf 
and others out of thoſe laviſh fears. Conſider 
firs, that now death hath loſt its ſting, and the 
Grave its bitterneſs, and a Saint (it be will x | 
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be as careful in keeping his watch, as he ought) 
may be able to ſpeak the ſame Language, as Paul 
did. O Death where ig V Sting, O Grave where 
i thy Victory 1 Cor. 15.55. And to me to live 
is Chriſt, and to dye is gain; I defire to be diſ- 
ſolved and to be with Chrift, If Death were like 
to make a ſeparation between Chriſt and thee, 
I ſhould then be far from blaming theſe thy fears 
but I ſhould racher wonder, that they are not a 
thouſand times greater. But me-thinks a Soul 
that hath had many a ſweet kiſs from Chriſt, 
that underſtands what he is worth, and chat hath 
ſome good reaſon to ſay, my beloved is mine, 
and I am his, me thinks (I ſay) ſuch a one ſhould 
not defire, that the Day of Marriage ſhould be 
protracted. Sure, were this but cleared, it were 
nothing to dye, bur life ic ſelf would be as con- 
fiderable an exerciſe of patience, as any thing 
in che World; let me therefore again expoſtu- 
lace the caſe with thee, and do what I can to 
ſhake off chote unwarrantable fears. What is it 
that you are ſo much afraid of? Is it of pains? 
why, when you are dead, you will feel none, 
they be the living which feel pains, and I be. 
lieve there are few living, but at one time or o- 
ther feel as much pain as ſome do in their death; 
and if their pains be acute, they are like to be 
ſhort, and if they be not acute, they may be the 
more eaſily born. Are you loath to leave your 
friends, I hepe God's Saints, & Angels are other 
| ap friends tban any you have here. You have a 

e Houſe,and ſweet conveniences, alas, tis but 
Hog - ſty, or a Dunghil,if compared with Hes 


ven. But how ſhall I do for my Child: en * 
* Wi 
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will become of them, when I am dead and gone) 
Why,do you make nothing of God's promiſe 
Is not he a Father to the Fatherleſs?. And is it 
not his command, that we ſhould leave our Fa. 
therleſs Children with him > Can't God take az 
good care of them as you? O, bur the Graye 
is a doleful place, and who can think with any 
comfort of being nail'd up in/a Coffin, and co- 
vered ovet with Earth, and of rotting under 
ground; Why. Man, is che Reſurrection no 
comfort to thee ? if there were no ſuch thing, 
this arguing were the more excuſable; who 
are you I pray, that you ſhould be priviledged 
above all che Kings and Monarcks ſince the be 
ginning of the World, which of them haye ſe. 
cured themſelves from the power of Death ? 
which of chem could retain their breath a mo 
ine nt, when Death had received his Commiſſion 
to ſtop it. Are you better than Abraham, Iſaue, 
and Jacob, did ot David ſee corruption, and tie 
Fathers, where are they? nay, did not Chriſt die, 
and dye ſo bitter a death, as I believe never ary 
from the foundation of the world ever did.Mult. 
God make thee the third that muſt be fingled 
out from Man-kind, to be tranſlated to Glory? 
do you walk as Exock and Elias did? and it you 
do, I know you would then be ſo bumble, not 
to expect this prerogative ; and ſo full of love 
to God, as to be conrented to die, it it were 
hundred death, ſo you might but enjoy him for 
ever: And what ſay you now? is there not s 
root of unbelief at the bottom / is there not 
ſomething of Atheiſm in chis - hath not the 
world a preyailing incereſt in your affe@iom s 
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do you think you have not had time enough yet 
to finy would you fain diſpleaſe God a little 
more : do you imagine that you have not ſuffi- 
ciently abuſed his goodnels - if not, what is the 
matter - O, I want Aſſurance 1 did Ibut know 
that Jam indeed reconciled to God, then, O 
then I could die as willingly as ſleep! The truth 
of it is, there can be no other reaſon that can 
bear any great weight, except this, and a defire 
to glorifie God more in bringing in ſouls to 
him. As for this latter, I wave it; few of my 
hearers being ſo much concerned in that, as Mi- 
niſters are; but as for the former, I would upon 
this account put you upon the moſt ſpeedy and 
ſerious diligence in this work. 7 believe the 


. Apoſtle had ſome reaſon on his fide, when he 


did ſo earneſtly perſwade the People of God to 
uſe all diligence to make their Calling and Ele- 
Rion ſure, and to work out their own ſalvation 
with fear and trembling. Why then ſhould not 
eyery Chriſtian without delay ſer upon this: 
And then the next news we ſhould hear, would 
be, Come Lord Jeſus, why are thy Chariot 
vleels ſo long a coming ? O that I might hut 
come to eternal life, though thorough the val- 
ey of the ſhadow of death! Tit our trifling with 
Cod chat makes the thoughts of our appearing 
before him to be ſo dreadful, Our formalicy, 
geadneſs and coldneſs, our worldly mindedneſs 
and lazineſs, doth us a world of injury. This, 
tlus diſturbeth our peace, this ſtrengthens Satan 
and blurs our evidences, and makes us go de- 
iponding into another world, and this brings 

vc do che next Uſe, | 
PN et Uſe 
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Uſe V. 

Is it ſo that they are bleſſed that die in the 
Lord, &c. be hence exhorted, to live fo as that 
you may die in the Lord. Will you take ſo much 
pains for a little gains in this life, and will yon 
take none at all for eternal bleſſings? How ma- 
ny hazardous voyages have ſome of you made to 
Ginnee, and the Eaſt- Indies, to get Gold and 
Spices?how many terrible ſtorms have you been 
in, and what inconceivable hazards have you run 
that you might enjoy your ſelves in age, & have 
ſomething to carry you comfortably and decent- 
ly to your graves? O why ſhould you not be as 
ſolicitous in your ſoul concerns? Remember my 
dear friends, that you are bound for another 
world, and you muſt ere long fail into the O. 
cean of Eternity. Conſider what your laiding 
is, and whether it will return to any account 
when you come home to your great Owner. Me 
thinks you of all Men ſhould think Grace the 
beſt commodity, and Chriſtianity the beſt trade, 
and the ſecuring of everlaſting happineſs, the 

reateſt wiſdom, How can you live within: 
ew inches of death, and look the King of ter- 
rours in the face every day, without ſome well. 
grounded evidences of your intereſt in Gods 
love? O who would not labour to get out ol 
danger > Who would not think it a bleſſed e 
{tate co be beyond fears? Who can take it to 
be an unneceſſary work to ſecure a ſoul? IU | 
this the one thing needful > what ſhould a Man 
get, if he ſhould gain the whole world, and loſe 
his own ſoul / and what ſhall a man giye in e 
change for his ſoul ? But you Prote(ſors, a 7 
| 1 
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all, it concerns you to make as ſure as can be poſ- 
ſible, of ſomething better chan you can have here 
zlow. What a lamentable thing would it be for 
you to undergo ſo many reproaches for Chriſts 
ſake, to venture your liberties, and co hazard 
your eſtates, and after all to be left in woſul un- 
certainties? It would be a dreadful thing to lo'e 
the comforts of both worlds. O make ſure workl 
your pains and colt here will pay its own char - 
ges; be not daunted,'cis a thing hath been done; 
what do you ſay? will:you take ſome pains in 
the examining of your heart will: you keep 
any guard over your ſelf? will you wreſtle for 
this bleſſing » O what courage and comfort 
ſhould yon be endowed with!wi.h what a cheer- 
ful countenance may you meet death? and how 
quietly lie down.in your grave being ſupported 
with the hopes of a bleſſed Eternity, and a glo- 
rious Reſurrection. 2 | 

But I ſh il a little alter my diſcourſe,and turn 
my ſelf to the careleſs ones of the world which 
think little of death, and leſs of eternity. Thad 
occaſion before to bewail your condition, and 
now 7 might renew my lamentations, as tearing 
that what / have ſpoke,or may ſpeak, will have 
very little operation upon you; but however 1 
cannot leave you thus, hut muſt try once more, 
how a plain compaſſionate exhortation will pre- 
vail, O that I could tell what words to ſpeak, 
that might teach your heart! O that 7 could 
expreſs my ſelf in ſuch melting words that might 
break the very ſtones ! O that you may feel this 
£x:10rtation / 

Men, Brethren, and Fathers, gire me leave to 


let 


* 
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let you underſtand how dearly I love yon, and 
to ſhew my affections in the moſt real demon. 
ſtrations that may be. Sirs, I am come to be 
of you for God's ſake, to be willing to live; 
beſeech you deſpiſe not the bleſſing, but accept 
Chrift and ſalvation while they are offered. 
Were it a thing poſſible to be happy any other 
way but by Chriſt and a holy life, I ſhould ſpare 
my labour. If glory could be obtained upon es- 
fiet terms than the Goſpel ſpeaks of, I ſhould 
eaſe my ſelf and you of this trouble, And if ary 
were like to be bleſſed after death, but ſuch as 
die inthe Lord, I ſhould be the more indifferent 
in this matter; bur ſince that cannot be, methinks 
thoſe three weighty words, Life, Death, Eterni- 
ty,ſhould have a mighty influence upon yon. O 
let not a day paſs without ſome ſerious thoughts 
of this I need not perſwade you to love your 
lives, nature teacheth you to do that; but there 
is another life, which is hid from the World, 
which moſt forget; O think of that! that's 4 life 
indeed a life of Joy,happineſs and pleafure!death 
ſounds oft in the ears, every paſſing bell tels you, 
that your breath is going, and that your turn is 
coming, and all the Coffins that are carried by 
your doors, ſay, prepare, do your work quickly, 
twill ſhortly be too late. But who underſtands 
the meaning of this Preacher who rakes any 
thought of another life, makes ready for death, 
and looks into Eternity O Eternity! Eternity! 
bow rarely do Men think of Eternity! O that 
now ſome would begin to be wiſel Do yon think 
your San will never ſet 2 will your ſands be ne- 


ver run out and do you know what dying on 
chen 
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then the keepers of the houſe will tremble, the 
windows ſhall be ſhut, and inſtead of the daugh- 
ters of Mufick, the voice of groaning, lamen. 
tation and weeping. It may be death will lay 
his cold hand firſt upon thy feet, and bind them, 
and they are as cold as the earth, and what a 
damp doth this put upon thy ſpirit ? and then 
you ery, once more ſend for the Doctor, and he 
comes in haſte, O Sir, a world for breath, half 
my eſtate to preſerve my lite a day or two long- 
er; and what anſwer doth he make? Sir, tis 
but a folly co flatter you ; all che art inthe world 
will not keep yon alive ewo hours longer ; what 
did you ſend for me for, to x dead man? and fo 
he flings away in a rage; and how doth the 
tainting Patient hear ſuch tidings | O what 
ſhall I do! what, will all forſake me ? can no 
body help me? well, ſend for a Miniſter, and 
what faith he, Sir, how have you lived? did you 
pray in your Family ? do ycu know experimen- 
tally what Regeneration is? what do you ſay? 
Sir, I do not underſtand that word: What, did 
ou never hear a Sermon in your life? were you 
tn in England? To be regenerated, is to be 
born again; do you know what that is? O no, 
that's impoſſible Why then, Sir, you are in a 
lamentable condition indeed; you cannot live 
an hour longer, and if you die in this ſtate, you 
muſt go to Hell, as ſure as God is in Heaven. 
O how doth that word ſtrike the Man to the. 
heart! and what a flame hath he within! and 
what horrour is his ſoul filled with! It cannot 
roy og what Agonies the ſoul as well as 
the body no — O that I ger 
| 2 je 
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die the death of the righteous ! and are all my 
hopes come to this > woe, woe,woe to me poor 
wretch, whither am I now going? where ſhall 
I now dwell? who ſhall be my companions for 
ever? O that I had but now a little of that grace 
which I deſpiſed in others! but it's now too 
late ! O my heart, I am pained at my heart ! O 
my breath it is going, it is Juſt a going! O what 
ſhall I do! O tis too late! O what ſhall — 
And thus his breath goes, and his friends come 
round about him, and one lifts up his hand, and 
that falls down again like a log, and others feel 
upon his noſe, and there's no breath, and then 
they ſay he is gone, and ſo one cloſeth his eyes, 
and others ſtrip him, and lay him out, and two 
days after he is put into the Grave: but where, 
where is the ſoul? And thus one goes after 4- 
nother, and ſhortly all this Generation will be 
ſerved thus. And thou, O careleſs ſoul, as little 
as thou mindeſt all this, it may be thou map be 
the next and what will become of thee, if death 
take thee unprovided ! Now dirs, wbat will you 
do? will you go on juſt as you did? will you 
put far from you the thoughts of the evil day? 
will you ſhake of the ſenſe of this as ſoon as you 
can? I believe that this is none of the pleaſant: 
eſt diſcourſes to ſome of you: But I would hae 
you to know that my buſineſs is not to pleaſe 
yoar fancy, but to ſave your ſouls, and to wall 
you out of your dead ſleep ; and if I do but thi 
I have enough. Once more therefore I muſtas 
you what you intend to do; will you endeavor 
to live to Chriſt, that you may die in the Lord? 
or will you do as others do, put off the thongs 
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of theſe things till it be too late? Is this a que- 
ſtion ſo hard to be anſwered ? Well, me thinks 
the yery looks of ſome of you ſpeak you co be 
Perſons teſolved, and by this time you are ready 
to ask how you ſhall do co be of this number 
chat ſhall diz in the Lord, and be bleſſed; how 
you may trade ſo as to get the moſt durable 
riches; and how you may live ſo as to gain by 
death? In general, I anſwer,If you would have 
death gain, you mult live to Chriſt ; make it 
your work and bufineſs to ſecure an intereſt in 
Chriſt; let religion run thorow all you do; (but 
fer your fuller information in this matter,] ſhall - 
refer you to the latter end of my Book of Ac. 

quaintance with God, which is now reprinted)at 

preſent my adyice ſhall be, that you would fol- 

low them,who thorow faith and patience are the 

inheriters of the promiſe; and propoſe to your 
ſelves the examples of the moſt eminent Chri- 

ſtians ; ſuch as this precious young Mans, whoſe 

Funeral Rites we are now ſolemni zing; and be- 

cauſe examples are very cogent, and affect moſt, 

more than precepts, I ſhall preſent you with an 

account of ſome of this holy young Mans pra- 
Rices and experiences: Take them therefore as 
I have gather'd them by my own experience and 
intimate knowledge of him; and as I have col- 
lected them out of many ſheets of his own wri- 
tings, But let it not be thought, I beſeech you, 
that out of cuſtom or flattery, I ſpeak ſuch Fu- 
neral Commendations; were he but a Common 
Chriſtian, I would have forborn ſpeaking any 
thing of this nature, for fear of hardening 6n- 
ners. I muſt deal plainly, I abhor that curſed 
E 3 flattery 
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Aattery in commending all that are buried; 15 
it to die, and to go to Heaven were all one; | 
know many rotten Poſts are guilded; many Se. 
pulchres that are full of Bones, and putriked 
fleſh, are painted, and many Profeſſors are ex- 
tolled at their death, who did no good while 
fire lived, except it were the giving ſome pit» 
5 pittance to the poor when they could keep 
it no longer. I queſtion not but that thouſands 
are praiſed upon Earth, that are condemned in 
Heaven; and many applauded for Saints, that 
will be found among che Devils and damned, 
Expect it not therefore as a thing like to be u- 
fual wich me to commend dead Perſons. As | 
would judge none, ſo I dare commend but few, 
This only by way of Apology. I ſhall cometo 
the thing promiſed, to propoſe ſome imitable 
paſſages of the life of T. A. | 
1. He began to look Heayen-ward betimes 
he was made to temember his Creator in the 
days of his youth; his firſt convictions were at 
about twelye years old, but they had no abiding 
impreſſion upon him the great work was begun 
to purpoſe between ſeventeen and eighteen. [ 
ſhall be the more brief here, becauſe you have 
the account more full from his own hand, Tht 
change that was wrought upon him did expreſs 
more of the power of God, and the riches of 
his grace than ordinary, The Lord made tis 
work upon him very clear and diftin& ; for be 
broke in upon his ſoul like an armed Man, and 
took him terribly over Hell, and che rerrours 
of God ſer themſelves in array spainſt him, in 
the poiſon of his arrows drank up his ſpirict, fn 


> 
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did appear in its colour to him as ugly as the 
Devil, and as dreadful as Hell it ſelf, ſo that the 
foundation was laid in very deep humility. O 
then, how frightful a thing was fin, yea his be- 
loyed fin, the fin of gaming was made moſt 
loathſome and abominable, ſo that for that he 
loathed himſelf in duſt and aſhes, and looked 
upon himſelf as unworthy to tread upon God's 
ground, and had not God ordered it ſo as that 
the firſt Sermon he heard after chis great con- 
viction was upon that Scripture, 1 Tim. Þþ 15. 
he had even fallen into deſpair, but che thoughts 
of God's having mercy upon the chiefeſt of ſin- 
ners, did a little ſupport his foul, and gave him 
hopes of a poſſibility of being ſaved. 

2. This put him upon ſtrong groans and 
Prayers, that the Lord would pitty him as ever 
he would pitty any poor Creature in the world, 
O that he would pitty him; haft thou not a 
bleſſing for me, O God, even for me, what ſhall 


I do, now I am without God, Chriſt, or Grace, 


my condition is ſuch I cannot bear it, who can 
be contented to be damned! O pitty me, pitty 
me, dear Lord, I cannot tell what in the world 
to do; mercy, mercy, merey, or I am oſt, mercy 
ſpeedily, or I am loſt for ever: And ſo he conti · 
nued in a way of duty, reading, and praying, and 
inquiring, ind reſolving thus te do all his days; 
and now farewell wicked company, farewell 
ſports, and yanity, and jdleneſs, the great buſi- 
nefs of minding his ſoul now ſwallows him up, 
and after a while he hath a little more peace than 
be had, but upon further enquiry and waiting 
upon the means, he was convinced that all this 

| E 4 would 
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would nat do without the Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt: And this brings me to the next thing, 

3. He was deeply convinced of the abſolute 
neceſſity and excellency of Chriſt, and brought 
off from his own righte ouſneſs, to high prizings 
and admirings of Chriſt, take his own words, 
© And.is it true indeed, hath Chriſt done and ſuf- 

* fered ſuch things for thee, O my poor ſinful, 
* vile, odious polluted ſoul, and what wilt not 
thou love him now? O think a little what put 
Him upon all this, was it any ſelf · intereſt, is he 
any gainer by thee, he got nothing but grief, 
pain and death. O my ſoul it was free, pure 
© and undeniable love, that cauſed him to do 
* and ſuffer what he did; conſider again, O my 
* ſoul,what cauſe was there that he ſhould make 
*thee a partaker of the benefit of his blood, 
* what waſt thou, Oh a moſt loathſome ſinner, 
* and. what wilt thou not yet love him? O Lord, 
I am aſhamed of my on heart, that I cannot 
© raiſe. it.to the higheſt pitch of admiration of 
that infinite boundleſs love. O love, love, lore, 
O that I could love thee, O Lord, I would 
* fain be fick of love, O that I could dye ſick of 
love to thee, O that I could ſeel thee warming 
my heart with that quickning blood which thou 
ſheddeſt upon the Croſs; O what loye is like 
to that; O my ſoul, it was ſhed for thee who 
© was an enemy, a rebel, a deſpiſer of Chriſt ! 
* awake O bleſſed ſpirit and blow upon my ſoul, 
and kindle a fire which may burn with love co 
* Chriſt, co all Eternity, Amen, Amen. 

4. He did upon this in a ſerious and ſolemn 
manner give up himſelf co the Lord in a Cover 

; — | | | nant, 
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nant, (I ſhall not repeat the words of this Co. 
yenant, becauſe. they are taken verbatim out of 
my Book of Acquaintance with God) and he 
ſubſcribed his name to it, and kept it as a witneſs 
before the Lord,and to quicken his own ſoul to 
a more cloſe walking with God according to the 
Articles of that Covenant. 

5. After he was gone thus far, his bowels be- 
gan to yern over his Chriſtleſs friends, ſome of 
which (I perceive by his letters) began to abuſe 
him for his ſeriouſneſs, and to deride his firi&- 
neſs. and jeer at his holineſs: ſhall I give you 
a taſte of his ſpirit, I cannot do it in warmer 
words than his own which are as followeth. — 

© Yours I received, but whether I dare to thank 
© you for it, I know not, for truly I cannot ex- 
$ preſs the trouble that hath ſince ſeized upon 
my ſpirit; O poor ſoul, what ſhall I ſay unto 
© thee? O my bowels, my bowels, they yern to- 
*wards thee, I am pained, yea I am pained while 
I think upon thy condition, what ſhall I do for 
* thee, what ſhall I ſay unto thee ; I could be 
* contented that theſe Lines were writ with my 
very heart blood, ſo that they might affect thee, 
O I bad rather die than receive another ſuch 
Letter from you, I could not reliſh it, it was 
© bitter, I could not ſee the name of dear Jeſus 
in it, how can I think of your blind ſuper- 
* ſtition, and not mourn and lament over a dead 
* ſoul 1 you ſay you are ſorry, and you are trou- 
* bled. What is the matter, are you ſorry chat I 
© ſhould concern my ſelf about my ſoul, and a- 
© bout yours; you would not trauble your ſelf 
about theſe things now, if not now. I pray 7 __ 

wil 
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© will you, at the hour of Death, at the Day of 
© ſudgment, O then it will be too late; O now 
© or never, delays are dangerous. O Eternity, 
Eternity, O where ſhall yours and my Soul 
* dwell to all Eternity. Oh, either in Heaven, 
© or in Hell, either with Chriſt or Devils, the 
© Soul that fins ſhall die; your debt is great, the 
C juſtice of God muſt be ſatisfied, and nothing 
can do it but the blood of Jeſus, O for this 
precious Jeſus, make not light of Chrifl, he is 
© precious, he is altogether lovely: I would not 
* for ten thouſand worlds quit my ſhare in him, 
© and in that which is the matter of your fear; 
you complain that I have left the ways of our 
© fore-fathers, ] fear you take the ſhadow for 
© the' ſubſtance; what is the Croſs in Baptiſm, 
without the Baptiſm of the Spirit; what 

© will the bowing at the name of Jeſus do them, 
© which perſecute him in his members, and have 
©him not formed in their hearts, — O that God 
would cut aſunder your falſe hopes; it Chrift 
© were in you, you would rejoyce to think that 
© he hath been at work in my ſoul, was I born 
* with theſe principles which you read in my laſt 
Letters, I am ſure I was once of an other mind 
than now I am, but bleſſed, yea admired be free 
grace, which hath made me to differ from my 
© ſelf and others. I am afraid you underſtand 
< not my meaning, when 7 ſpeak of love to God 
© and Regeneration, as long as I only concern- 
© ed my ſelf about the World, and not my foul, 
vou kindly entertained my Letters; but no 
© ſooner did 7 ſpeak of repentance, and the at- 


* fairs of our poor neyer dying ſouls, but then 
* ; yu 
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© you are troubled, arid cannot bear it. I tell 
you, I lay dead almoſt eighteen years, and then 
© 7 had a gracious wound from my dear God, 
© which made me cry cut, where am 7, I am un- 
done, I am undone, my fin will damn me, O 
* what ſhall 7 do for a Chriſt . And at this rate 
he goes on writing many Letters, which did all 
breath a divine ſpirit. 

6. He was yery ſpiritual in his diſcourſe, and 
by that he put life into moſt of them that con- 
yerſed with him; how helpful was he to young 
Chriſtians! how ready to hearten them up in 
the ways of God, and how able to diſcoyer to 
them the policies of Satan l he was ſcarce in his 
element, but when he was doing or receiving of 
yours he ſtudied Mr, Herbert Palmer's little 

k about making Religion ones buſineſs, and 
he did in a great meaſure put it into practice: 
To uſe his own expreſſions, 1 did, ſaith he, 
labour to ſpiritualize common action, and to 
© ſerye God in ſerving my Maſter with diligence, 
© cheerfulneſs and faithfulneſs. O what reſort 
was there of young ones to him for direction 
and advice in things which they did not think 
it ſo fit to trouble their Paſtor with, and how 
did he endeavour to ſeaſon his fellow ſeryant's 
with grace, When he went to any of his Maſters 
Patients, how diligent in nfing of means for their 
recovery, and how careful to drop ſometh 
that might tend to the health of their ſouls, ani 
45 he had opportunity amongſt che weaker and 
poorer ſort, he would pray with them, and'O 
with what vebemency of ſpiric, with what flu- 
ency of expreſſion, and with what * affe 
8 ions 
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Rions would he do it? ITneed not tell ſome of 
you, how helpful he hath been to the bodies and 
ſouls of the ſick, and upon this account he look. 
ed upon it as a great mercy that the Lord had 
called him to ſuch an employment, wherein he 
had ſuch ſingular advantages to deal with poor 
Souls about the affairs of Eterni y: I queſtion 
not, but there are ſome ſtanding here that have 
cauſe to bleſs God that ever they ſaw his face, 
and I believe that ſome of you that are young 
and poor will quickly dearly miſs him. 

7, He was exceedingly raiſed in duty, and one 
that enjoyed rare communion, intimacy and ac- 
quaintance with God ; and for about 5.moneths 
(as his own Papers ſhew ) together, he rarely 
came into the Preſence of God, but he went a- 
way with ſome ſpecial tokens of his love; ſo 
that he ſaid, he could have been contented to 
have left the World at a quarter of an houtt 
warning: Hear how his Papers ſpeak ; My 
© foul continued (if my heart do not mightily 
* deceive me) ina thriving condition for five 
© moneths. O the comforts that I then had, they 
© are unſpeakable, I ſeldome went to duty, but 
© carryed my dear Saviour, and brought him a- 
© way with me; every Ordinance was a vilit of 
love; my love to Jeſus Chi iſt, and his mem- 
bers, where ever I ſaw them, was not to be ex- 
© prefſed ; what hatred to fin, what Zeal for 
God's glory, what yerning of bowels towards 
, — ſouls in the ſtate oſ nature, how beauti- 
© tul were the ſeet of the Embaſſadors of peace, 
* what a fulneſs and ſweetneſs did I then (ce and 
feel in Chriſt, ever hungring after him, and o. 

yer 
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ver ſatisfied with him, and him alone, what af- 
© feKions God - ward, what deſpifing of viſibles, 
what deep apprehenſions of the Majeſty and 
© Attributes of God, how did I walk unweari- 
* edly with him, how did I rejoyce before him 
with fear, and truſt filially in him with crem- 
bling! O what watchſulneſs over my thoughts, 
* words and actions: Indeed I was often aſſault- 
$ed, but 7 had a faithful Centinel which would 
© give warning, and admit of none but ſuch as 
were friends to the Lord Jeſus ; what low 
thoughts had I-of my ſelf,and high prizings of 
© a naked Chriſt!' Oh Sir, in one word, I made 
Religion my bufineſs, and was taken up with 
that which concerned the glory of God; eve- 
* ry grace was at ſtrife which ſhould excel other 
© in its actings; I could never go to Market, but 
« could experience returns of Grace and Mer- 
cy. In this I have not varied two words from 
his own writings, in a Letter that he gave me, 
wherein he did: grieyouſly bewail the leaſt de- 
partures of his heart from God, as you ſhall 
bear in the next. | 

8. He took ſpecial notice of his own heart, 
and did mightily bewail any declinings from 
that vigour that ſometimes be had; and here I 
ſhall again uſe his words as they follow ) Bug 
this did not continue long, it was as a calm he- 
© fore a ſtorm, for ſoon af. er (my time being a- 
© moſt out) I began to have ſome thoughts of 
* my ſetting up,and entring into the world ; but 
I had no ſooner imbraced the motion, but that 
t very day I felt a change in my poor ſou], 2c 
*a too too much letting out my choughts upon 
eit, 


(70) 
tit, which I moſt perceived in duty, and the De. 
vil, who long waited his opportunity, did then, 
*I am afraid, not only parley, but get entrance, 
through the treachery and deceitfulneſs of my 
wretched heart, and he told me that I might 
© lawfully ſettle my mind upon this, it being & 
* bufineſs of great concernment, and that it 
would be but a little while, and then I ſhould 
return to my former temper in ſpiritual mat. 
* ters; upon thoſe deluſions my filly heart gave 
*way,and I found coo much willingneſs of ſoul 
to place its concerns in that matter, and ſol 
* laying down my watch, ſoon loſt my former ex. 
© periences, and every day I found my comforti 
on the ebbing hand, I ſecretly departed from 
God, and darkned the light of his countenance, 
* char did ſhine ſometimes upon my ſoul,and had 
© not infinite grace put a ſeaſonable word into 
your mouth to prevent me, how had I fallen, 
* and whither had I gone? I could not haye 
thought it poſſible that ever my heart ſhould 
decline ſo ſtrangely as it did. I that formerly 
* could ſerve my Maſter faichfully, cheerfully, 
and comfortably, did it grutchingly, and not 
out of love, though I never fell ſo far, (through 
grace) as to negleR any thing of his buſineſſes, 
yet I loſt the right principles of action; and 
\ the art of ſpiritualizing of civil affairs; and 
this laſted for about three monethsʒ it is ſcarce 
to be thought what perplexities I brought my 
* ſelf into, by my back-ſliding from God; I have 
not time to declare things, and had I, it would 
be very un welcome to you; true, I hope I did 
© enjoy ſome communion with God, when IW 
engaged 
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engaged in duties, eſpecially in that tobe admi- 
© red Ordinance of the Sacrament and Prayer; 
© bur yet my comforts and duty uſually ended 
* cogether, I hope the experience that ] have 
had of the treachery of my own heart, will 
make me carry a ſence of my weakneſs and fol- 
ly, fo as to throw my ſelf wholly upon the 
© wiſdom of God I have thus opened my 
© ſoul to you, O that the Lord, who firſt for his 
© own name ſake ſhewed mercy to.me when I 
© deſerved none, would now look upon me in my 
* low eftate, and conſult the ſame bowels of pi- 
© ry and compaſſion, which are infinite, paſt the 
© (ins of finite creatures; O that he would heal 
my back-ſlidings, and love me freely: God is 
* the ſame, and changeth nor, and my hopes are 
that he will again return and viſit my Soul in 
" mercy Aſter this the Lord was pleaſed to 
come in again,and he found his former comforts 
in ſome meaſure returning aſter a great deal of 
pains with his own heart, and wreſtling with 
God : Hear what language he begins to ſpeak 
again, 

. Bleſſed be God for what I do enjoy, it is ten 
* thouſand times more than I deſerve, I hope the 
dew of the Sanctuary doth oft refreſh me, and 
* the blood of Jeſus is my cordial, when 7 fit at 
* his Table, he viſits me, and his banner over me 
* is love. I may ſpeak it to the glory of rich 
* grace, that my heart is in a better frame than 
it was, and I am more free from diſtraQions in 
duty, but yet I am far from that frame that L 
* was once in, my diſtemper it lyeth in a want 
ar choſe ſtrong affections to God: and our 
e which 
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« which hath made me ſo filent to you is the ſeit 
* of hypocrifie; leaſt my tongue ſhould at any 
c rim? out-reach my heart. I might be far larger 
and yet ſpeak none but his words, chis I think 
may prove that he was a very curious obſervet 
of his own ſoul, and took notice of the leaſt de. 
parcures of his heart from God, or God's ab- 
ſenting of himſelf from him. I miphe tell you 
what pains he took to prepare for theSacrament 
and what exactneſs he uſed afterwards in takin 
notice how his foul was affected. and wher it 
was not raiſed, what care did he uſe till he found 
a freſh warmth, heat and life animating of him; 
I might tell you how frequent he was in that 
rare duty of Meditation, I ſpeak not this with- 
out book, many ſheets of his Meditations which 
T have by me, ſhew that he was no ſtranget to 
chofe ſpiritual duties, which few underſtand, 
and fewer practiſe. Ts " 

9. He was greatly defirous to be reproved and 
watched over, that of the Pſalmiſt was oft in bis 
mouth, and written in his Letter, Let the Riph- 
teous ſmite me, and it ſhall be a kindneſs, and let 
him reprove me, and it ſhall be excellent Oyl, 
which ſhall not break my heads ' 

10. He was much exerciſed in acts of morti- 
fication and ſelf-denyal,he laboured to keep un- 
der bis body, to have the command of his pa. 
ons and affections, very temperate,drinking wa- 
ter, Cc. 1 

11. He was frequently praiſing of God and 
ſpeaking well of his ways; indeed his depot. 
ment was ſuch that he credited Religion, and 
commended the ſeryice of his great Maſter,and 
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made People to believe that Religion was an 
excellent thing, and he juſtified-wiſdom,and was 
able to ſay her ways were pleaſancneſs, and her 
paths peace. HT: be 

12. He was a very good Husband of time, 
one woald wonder,how one could roll oyer ſuch 
a deal of buſineſs as he did, not in the leaſt neg- 
le&ing his Maſters affairs, and yet that he ſhould 
write ſuch packets of Letters, and pen ſo many 
Meditations, and be ſo very helpful to his Bre- 
thren the young Men: How many Books did 
he read over, and read them to the purpoſe, ſo 
as to make them his own, ſome of them five or 
ſix times over, and if he had no company to dif- 
courſe with, when he went abroad, he looks ofc 
into his Pocket Book, which was called, Making 
Religion ones buſineſs, - + . - 

13. He had a ſtrong affeRion for the faith- 
ful Minifters of Chriſt, and was concerned when 
the Cloud began to threaten them, that he inga- 
ged all the Prayers he could for them, that the 

ord would blow over this ſtorm, and I am rea- 
dy to think that this might baſten his end, 

14, He was greatly afraid of ſpiritual pride, 
to this end; he defiredme to keep a watch over 
him, and beſeeched me to diſcover it to him, 
when l did at any time diſcern the actings of it, 
but though he had great parts and gifts above 
his age, yet the ſence ot former fins, and his cu- 
rious obſeryance of his heart, and the ſence of 
iree grace, kept him very low. - 

15. He ſeemed to Ve oſſeſſed with, the 
thoughts of death and Eternity. He had a ſtrong 
impreſſion upon his ipirit, of the neerneſs of 15 
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end for about half a year before he dyed, And, 

16. He was much above the fears of Death, 
and from a deep ſence of the reality of inviſibles, 
and his propriety in them; he thought long for 
poſſeſſion; and he could ſay, I defire to be diſ- 
ſolyed, and to be with Jeſus. | 

On the Lords Day before he dyed, he was in 
an extaſie of comfort, and felt what thoſe joyes 
( unſpeakable in believing ) meant, in former 
times he had great manifeſtations of Gods loye, 
but never afiy broke into his ſoul wich ſuch po- 
wer, and clear evidence as then; he had as it 
were a proſpe& of glory,and ſome foretaſtes of 
that happineſs that was prepared for him before 
the foundations of the World ; and O how did 
his heart even leap within him, to think that 


within a little while he ſhould fully, and eter» 


2 enjoy, what he now had a little glympſe 
of. 
Upon Munday I went to viſit him, and found 
him in a very ſweet frame, ſo taken up with Hes · 
ven, that he did even wonder at himſelf. I am 
(faith he) ſo overcome with the love of Chriſt 
and the glory of Heaven, that all manner of 
fear is hid from mine eyes, and I cannot ſo much 
as think of Hell; or if I do, it is with joy that 
there is no condemnation to them which are in 
Chriſt Jeſus: but what do you think of theſe 
things, is it poſſible that they ſhould he delult 
ons; O Sir, I beſeech you be faithſul to my ſou), 
and tell me, as you will anſwer it at the Barr oſ 
God, what you judge of my ſtate; I would not 
for a World be now in a fools Paradice *. 
then he told me his experiences, and intr = 


* 
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me to ſearch and try him, and again, and again, 
he expreſſed his great joy under the apprehetifi- 
ons of death, and that glofious Eternity that he 
was paſſing into; * 7 defired earneſtly to diſ- 
*courſe with you (ſaid he) becauſe I expe& to 
© loſe the uſe of my reaſon, and am not like to 
© be capable of ſpeaking my mind to you here- 
© after, and then he intreated me to give him a 
© Funeral Sermon: And all this he ſpoke witli 
as much cheerfulneſs as can well be ＋ * 
ſpeaking of death as the moſt defirable ching; 
O, ſaith he, that I were but ten times ficker, 
tT long to die, I am ill, but I would be ill to 
c _ - O dear Jeſus, 7 long to be with 
© chee. NE 

Upon T veſday, his diſtemper grew much up- 
on him, and began a little at times to impair his 
intellectuals, and yet by fits he would ſpeak ex- 
cellenely of the things of God; being asked 
whether he was willing to die, he anſwered, 
© That Eternity was too little for him to praiſe 
© God in for his rich merey to ſuch a poor crea- 
ture as he was, that the Lord ſhould prepare 
© ſueb an inheritance amongſt the Saints in glo- 
ry for hit, and that his life was hid with Chriſt, 
© and that when Chriſt, who was his life, ſhoul 
© appear, he alſo ſhould appear with him in glo- 
ry: This morning he prayed for, and exhorted 
thoſe that were in the Family, to prepare to 
meet him in glory. 

Upon Wedneſday, when he had any intermiſ- 
fions,'he broke but into ſuch expreſſions as 
theſe, © Dear Jeſus, what art thou doing, pre- 
© paring Manſions for me? I am coming ſweet 
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© Teſus, I am coming, It is but a little 
© while, a little thread, and when that is cut, 1 
* ſhall, be ſafe in glory. Being very ill, he ſaid, 
What if 1 ſhould live two hours, or two days, 
© what is that to a glorious Eternity? Death, 
© what is it but a Porter to open Heaven-Gate 
for me?—— What is all the World compared 
to that Crown which 7 ſhall receive? —— 
Being asked how he did, he anſwered very well, 
one ſtanding by ſaid no, you are very ill; he te- 
plyed, I know 7 am very fick, but 7 fay I am 
* well, becauſe 7 am as God would haye me be. 
When I came to him in the afternoon, I found 
him exceeding ill, and betraying fome weakneſs 
in his intellectuals, and his diſcourſe being very 
impertinent; J ſaid to him, your language was 
wont to be ſpiritual, but now you —— your 
ſelf; It is true Sir, ſaid he, but you know hat 
* the condition of my body now is, bleſſed be 
God the root of matter is in me. After this he 
was yery till and quiet whilſt I read to him and 
ſeemed to be much pleaſed at the reading ol the 
fifty fourth, and fifty faith of Iſaiab, and gave 4 
yery rational account of any ſpiritual queſtion 
that was put to him, and very defarous ghat / 
ſhould pray with him. — 

Upon Tharſday, becauſe of extraordinary bir 
_ of my own J could not be preſent wit 

im. 

Upon Friday, he was taken ſpeechleſs for as 
ny hours together, but according to our Prayer 
at laſt he recoyered the uſe of his reaſon mo 
than before, and could ſpeak that we might we! 
underſtand him; then I asked him how he 1 
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he anſwered me Still alive Aſter a conſider. 
able pauſe,he cryed ont Gracious Father, thy Will 
be done. Then I opened ſeveral Scriptures to him, 
which ſpeak the bleſſed ſtate of Saints in ano- 
ther World, and when 7 asked him whether he 
did underſtand me; He anſwered, Tes, Tes, and 
wept ſeveral times for joy. Now the Symptoms 
of death approaching come upon him, ſcarce any 
pulſe, and a dying ſweat, and the laſt words that 
I heard him ſpeak were Glory, Glery After 
that he continued in very great Agonies, and his 
pangs were ſtrong, till about 11 of the Clock, 
then he ſlept in Jeſus: being exceedingly la- 
mented by che young Men of 1 Society, many 
of which were about him. 
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An Accompt of God's Deal- 


ings with this young man, before 
and at his Converſion, with ſome 
Remarks upon the ſame; as 1t was 
Delivered to me under his own 
hand(afcer J had diſcourſed with 
him) by way of Dialogue be- 
tween a Miniſter and himſelf. 


Ainiſter. 90 Hat ought to be the 


ſtian in theſe our days? 
Convert, Pray What 
may be the Reaſon of 
this your Queſtion ? 

Min. I have very many Reaſons, but one is 
this, Becauſe it is daily ſeen that very many, 
who have made great profeſſion of Relipion, 
and are accounted amongſt the wiſe Virgins, 
fall away, which is very ſad to conſider; and I 
fear that the Reaſon is, becauſe there is not 
that care taken about the ſtate of their Souls 

F 4 J which 


which there ought to be, now I pray you an- 
ſwer me my Queſtion, viz. What ought, c. 
Cond. Wich reſpe to the former, It oughe 
to be every Chriſtians great care to examine 
himſelf wherher be be in the ſtate of grace or 
no, and which way the Lord was pleaſed to 
bring him into that bleſſed condition; ſith it is 
to be feared the want of this is the great and 
chief cauſe of Mans a poſtaſie from Religion, 
for had he ever been truly wrought upon by the 
ſpirit of God, had his convictions (which more 
or leſs all have had)turned to a true converſion, 
and had his pangs of ſorrow for fin but brought 
forth regeneration, then ſurely he would have 
been in ſuch an eſtate, from which all the ma- 
lice of the powers of darkneſs could not haye 
drawn him. F 
Min. The Anſwer doth ſomewhat ſavour of 
goodneſs, and that you underſtand with your 
heart, what you expreſs wich the tongue; con- 
verſion or regeneration is a mighty work, and 
on whomſoeyer it is truly wrought, that Perſon 
can ſay ſomewhat more or leſs concerning the 
nature of it, and how it was wronght in his ſou]; 
it the Lord hath in any meaſure revealed him- 
felf to you in this way, let me intreat you(both 
for your owa ſouls good, and perhaps other 
ſouls good, but chiefly that the Lord may there- 
by be glorified ) to let me know the time and 
manner of his drawing you to himſelf, by his 
unſpeakable loye and mercy ? 
Conv. Oh: Bleſled be God that he bath o- 
pened the heart of his faithful Miniſter to de- 


mand ſuch a matter of 1uch a poor wretch as I 
am; 
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z; Oh what am I that I ſhould be examined, 
inſtructed and confirmed, about the matters of 
my eternal, precious, and neyer dying ſoul > Oh 
that the Lord would ſo enable me in this great 
work, that I may not be fqund to lye againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt, by adding to, or diminiſhing 
from what I. have found; but that I may have 
my heart and conſcience witreſſing within me, 
that theſe following things are ſo indeed. 

Min, J am glad to hear what you have ſaid, 
and the Lord bring all things concerning our 
preſent work into your remembrance, that his 
Name may be glorified, and your Soul much 
comforted; and to this end it will be requiſite 
to demand of you, What condition are you in 
by nature? 

Conv. O Sir, a Rebel to my God, a ſlave to 
my luſt, a prodigal to my Father, an alien from 
the Common. Wealth of Iſrael ; In ſhort, had I 
dyed in my natural Rate; I had been eternally 
miſerable, ohn 3, 3. except, &c. 

Mis. How long did you continue in that de- 
plorable condition? | 

Cenv, Oh too too long, but yet bleſſed be 
God, and admired be free Grace, that it was no 
longer, it was as neer as I can gueſs eighteen 
years and a few days, when the Lord did incline 
my heart in good earneſt to ſeek the things of 
its everlaſting peace. 

Min. Well, and how then did the Lord be- 
gin with you; were your eyes neyer opened 
to ſee your loſt undone condition before that 
time? | 

Cv. Oh yes, when I was ewelye or thir- 
deen 
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teen years of age, the Lord diſcovered my con: 
dition ſo much to me, that I did then firmly be. 
lieve, all that did ſerve the Lord were in a very 
bleſſed and happy eſtate, let what come as could 
come they were happy, and likewiſe that if] 
ſhould then have dyed, I ſhould have been eter. 
nally miſerable; having no hopes in Chriſt, nei · 
ther did I in that condition expect any benefit 
by him; and as I very well remember, the Lord 
made the thoughts of death ſo terrible, that I 
could not endure to think of it, but yet it came 


ſo much in my mind, and did ſo terrifie me, that 


I cannot expreſs how I did dread to think of it, 
but this worked nothing in me; but (Oh with 
horrour and amazement be it ſpoken ) I was 
willing then to go to Hell, and did rejoyce in 
that I could quell my gripes of conſcience, by 
thinking that I ſhould be as well able to endure 
the flames of Hell, and the frowns of an angry 
God, as any of chem all, and that I ſhould have 
company enough there, and ſo did rejoyce, be- 
cauſe I was willing to be damned, willing to be 
damned; how, what did I ſay ? but ſurely, 
was not; Oh my ſoul, how can it be > make 
anſwer; was it ſo? yes, and was I, oh was I in- 
deed willing to be damned, oh the height, and 
length, and breadth, and depth of the love, ani 
neſs, and long ſuffering patience of an ol 
ended and highly provoked God, that, 1 ws 
not then thrown into Hell indeed; but That be 
ſhould ſuffer ſach ſtubble as I was to be in bus 
light, and that the Fire of his Jealouſie had not 
conſumed me as in a moment, but ſtill I went on 
in fin, as if I would not have let God alone til 
be had damned mm. f 
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Alis. By what you have ſaid, I perceive then 


you were throughly convinced of the neceſſity 
of holineſs, and of leaving your fins, and ſer- 
ving the Lord, and that there muſt be Regene- 
tation wrought in you, before Glorification 
could þe hoped for by you ; but ſurely being 
convinced of the bleſſed condition of the god- 
ly, you could not but ſometimes wiſh your ſelf 
in their condition; how did you carry your ſelf 
under this, did you reſolve that you would ne- 
ver be as they were ? 

Conv- Truly, many times I would have been 


glad to haye been in their condition, but I was 


ſo glued to the world, and my fins, that I could 
not endure to think of leaving them, yet (to my 
beſt remembrance) I never reſolved that if 1 
ſhould live never ſo long, I would not repent, 
but that after I had gotten a great eſtate in che 
World, and was grown old, and were as it were 


uncapable of taking any more delight in theſe 


things below, that then 7 would'have ſet our 
towards Heaven, and oh IT cannot but think 
(and T defire with fear and trembling to think) 
what a loathſome Sacrifice 1 ſhould then have 
been, eyen ſtunk in God's noſtrils, when 7 had 
given the marrow, and fatnefs, and ſtrength of 
my body to the Devil; then 7 ſhould have had 
jaſt cauſe to fear the Lord would have buryed 
me out of his fight; Oh I ſay, I Raid in the 
Devils ſervice ſo long, that I ſmelt fo of Fire 

and Brimſtone, I mean of Sin, that had not the 

Body of a Crucified Advocate Jeſus Chriſt, as 

a Vail, Rood between the Juſtice of God, and 

my guilty Soul, certainly he would * have 

| rawn 
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drawn out a bill of indi&ment againſt me, and 
have ſent me a way with a Go ye Curſed. 

Min. By what you have ſaid, I perceiye you 
lay under Convictions for about Six Years, with 
very little grief or ſorrow for fin, but alth 
you knew what you were to do, yet you did 
not do what you did know : I will ask you but 
one queſtion more, before I come to the chief 
point in hand, and that is this; What duties you 
engaged in in this time, and how you catriei 
your ſelf under them? 

Coxv, Now, even now, I begin to reyole 
from my promiſe, but that I might ( if poſſible) 
debaſe my ſelf below the vileſt Creature in the 
World, I will declare ſomething, and enough 
to make yaur very Hair to ſtand an end,and oh 
that the Lord would now make me ſo reflect 
upon my ſelf, that 7 may abhor my wretched 
ſelf in duſt and aſhes, for (Oh Lord ) if this 
will not, what will? for the greater part of that 
fix years I lived without Prayer and Reading 
che Scripture, but ſeldom miſled hearing by res- 
ſon of my civil education; and as to Prayer, 
(but why ſhould I call it ſo) ſcarce ever did I 
defire that the Lord ſhould hegr.me ; nay, I did 
often in my heart defire to the contrary, Nay 
more, when I have been upon.my Knees, 
my Conſcience hath conſtrained me to ſay Pray* 
er, I have ſuddenly received an inward motion 
to this effect, that God at that time was a mind- 
ing other affairs, and that then 7 might to Bed, 
and He not mind me; at which motion I did, 
and ſo left off for that time, and at all cine 
performed them againſt my will; Oh 800 
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Blaſphemy, what; not God ſee ; Oh it was a 
wonder of wonders, that God ſhould then have 
endured to ſee me any longer out of Hell: 
( Oh infinite patience) as for reading 7 got 
lictle good by it, and deſired to get leſs, and as 
for hearing, I muſt confeſs that thoſe Arrows 
ſhot at a venture, God did cauſe them ſo many 
times to hit, yea, and pierce too, that it buſted 
both me, and the Devil to get them out again, 
and to heal the wound; but uſually I fixed my 
mind upon ſomewhat elſe, ſo that 7 ſeldome let 
any ſentence fink too deep into my heart; yea, 
once the Devil and my own wicked heart did ſo 
far prevail, that I was fully reſolved, and in 
plain, but damnable terms, 7 did even curſe 
God, and as it were bid defiance to all his Or- 
dinances, and did rejoyce that 7 had my tongue 
and conſcience ſo much at command ; ( Oh, and 
hew can T hold my Pen to write this! where- 
fore do I not fall down, and become nothing 
before the Lord of Glory, againſt whom thus F 
have blaſphemed; but truly I would not have 
revealed this, had I not ſuch a place as the 12. 
of Matthew, and the 31 Verſe, to make to for 
a refuge.) After this I was wont to put that 
lolemn Ordinance of Prayer to do the ſaddeft 
ſervice in the world, and that frequently, (O 
Pitcy, pitty it had ſuch a Maſter, and that 
was, I uſed it not to lp ms to deſtroy fin, but 
made it a greater cauſe and means of my ſin- 
ning; for I had got the damnable Art (as they 
lay, the Papifts have at this day, only I did not 
get ſo much by it as their Father · Confeſſors 
doth) that if 2 had ſaid but tro or * ſhore 
Jaca? 
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Ejaculations, not with half the devotioti that 
a Pater noſter is ſaid, yea, I ſay, I had got that 
curſed Art to reſiſt all gripes of Conſcience; 
and co fin freely for a Moneth or more; an 

when Conſcience would let me alone no long- 
er, then to Prayer again. Oh Adamantine heart, 
or rather ſtone, that canſt hold out to write 
theſe things, and not to quake and tremble! And 
now, De his quid dicam ? thele are the Peccata 
peccatoram, but what, is that ſoul ſtill alive that 
bath done theſe things? what, ſhall a poor worm 
curſe God, and not die ? what, blaſpheme the 
Ordinances of the Almighty,and (till lire? ſure 
the Jealoufie ofa Holy God will not ſuffer ſuch 
a wretch to be in his ſight: But tell me, is this 
Man alive? or hath the Barth ſwallowed him 
np? or the flames of Hell caught hold of him? 
certainly had he thus offended his fellowworms, 
they could not have born it, and can I think 
that God will ſuffer ſuch a Man, nay rather De- 
vil incarnated, to live in his fight - O my ſoul, 
make anſwer, what alive E yes, yes; but how it 
he: bath he not his conſeience ſeared ? and is 
not his. condemnation ſealed within himſelf? 
and what, doth he not ſook with hortour and a 
mazement for the great Day of the Lord ? No, 


my hopes are to the contrary: Nay, I hope, 


and not withone cauſe, that him hath the Lord 
ſer apart for himſelf, and to his poor ſoul hath 
he ſnewed ſuch mercies, tliat it will make all chat 
hear of it to admire, and to ſay, What is man 
that thou ſhouldeſt be'mindful of him 7 bur chat 
the Lord ſhould picey ſuch a loathſome Crea. 


ee as this, and ſhould ſay to ſuch a vile be 
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then wallowing in its blood, live j Oh come; 
come unto me all ye that fear the Lord; O come 
unto me, and 7 will tell you what he hath done 
for my ſoul; he that is Mighty hath done for 
me great things, yea almoit incredible things, 
and Holy is his Name, 

Min. Well (poor ſoul) I will no longer de- 
tain chee concerning theſe things, but now you. 
having given me a very doleful account of your 
long convictions, yet {till lying bound with the 
chains of ſin, and under the command of Satan, 
which doubtleſs had it gone no further, but you 
had ended your life before the Lord had turned 
your convictions into converſion, it would have 
proved ſuch a worm, that would to all Eternity 
have gnawed thy conſcienee, ſo that the pains 
would have been intollerable; but (bleſſed be 
God ) I am in great hopes to hear that from 
you, which will put me out of fear, and give 
me cauſe ro admire the goodneſs and power of 
God: Be very careful to keep your heart from 
pride, and not to attribute any thing to your 
own goodneſs, but to admire the grace of God, 
and give glory to him, and him alone. 

Conv, Oh (dear friend) for ſo I will call you; 
and all that gives me counſel about the good 
of my never dying ſoul] am glad that the Lord 
bath put this into your heart, and 1 do beg 
your Prayers to God, that he would ſtill hum- 
ble me more and more; for I am ſure pride is a 
weed that will grow in the beſt Garden, much 
more in mine, which is a barren, yet weedy ſoil ; 


but 7 have not done with all my ſoul· abaſing 
conſiderations, for when you haye —_ — 
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( which I through the grace of God am to de: 
clare unto you) you will then ſay, I have more 
cauſe to be humbled chan ever; therefore pride 
being ſuch an Enemy, I will earneſtly requeſt 
you, that when ou hear me ſay any thing which 


doth ſayour of my own good, and not purely 
of God's Glory, that you would r-proye me, 
and make me clear my meaning to you. 

Min, I have till more cauſe to bleſs God for 
you, in that you do ſo much ſuſpe& your own 
heart, which is deſperately wicked and deceit. 
ful. And now to our preſent purpoſe ; what 
reaſon hare you to think, that your converſion 
was more efteQually begun to be wrought up- 
on you, when you was about eighteen years of 
Age. 7 
Conv. Oh, I have great cauſe to think ſo 
for then the Lord was pleaſed to work ſuch a 
work in me, that had it been told me before, I 
could not in any wiſe have believed it. 

Min. And now, what do you think to bethe 
firk cauſe that moved you to ſer your face Sion 
ward? | 3 | 

Conv. About two Moneths before I ſaw the 
ſinfulneſs of (in, eyen then when I was to every 
good word and work a Reprobate,and did deny 


no fin, becauſe it was ſin, although I might our 


of ſome ſelf ends, as to deny theft, whoredom, 
drunkenneſs, and ſuch like; not that theſe in 
themſelyes were ſo deteſtable to me, but for 
fear of outward trouble I did not practiſe them; 
but being engaged in a great fin, which was ga- 
ming, which ſome may ſcruple, whether it may, 
be a fra or no; but to me I am ſure * 
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oecaſi on of many great ſins, as to cauſe me to 
ſwear and forſwear, and to lye, and cheat in 
great meaſure , and truly I think my heart at 
that time was 0 deſperately wicked, that doubt - 
lefs, had not an Almighty Power pittied me, I 
$ould eyen haye pawned my ſoul, for the ob- 
taining of hat I then deſi red, then in a paſſion 
I made a preſumptuous vow, that I would leave 
off cha (por! for one year chis was about 
Nane gr December, h ch for a little time 
kept; atid now, oþſerye the great ſuþtilcy of 
the Deyn in this partic er, for no ſooner was 
it the firlt day.of 9 anuary, büt preſentiy I was 
rold that my vow was Out of date, and chat it 
fgnified nothing; and they being my carnal 
friends that told me, I was willing co make my 
conſcience ſubmit, ſo that I foon emb aced my 
old ſport apain, and did 'plainly lay my ſelf open 
to the wrath of God tor ſuch a great fin; yet 
I could not ſo much chart coalcience,bpt ic. 
would often accuſe me 'for i it; but. . was got 
many weeks alter, but 1 engaged : as deeply i in the 
ſame fin Sy ies as before(and now hear and 
admire, f e now will a * ſuch love, as 
1 any wes ever ſenſihle of, but ſuch as have 
lt it) having been at the lohn and, the ſea- 
ſon of the Night calling mie 155 | left off but 
much troubled; and 886 Hye i in the Mornin I 
awakened, and then chen Was & pleaſan c gh 
heſs upon ß tp tpirie, 1 jt Ft 34 been re ed 
iter great trouble.;; 5 meant, I could 
not tell, yet could ny 5 Fi ea notice 
of it. 2 I who went to Bed much d ende 
ind perplex ed, ſhould, * awülech "Teen * 
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be ſo much comforted, and my ſleep for a little 
time departed from me, and certainly I had ſome 
deep thoughts, which now I cannot remember , 
but the reſult of them came to this, I did then 
engage my ſelf by a fteſh yow, that the next 
morning I would play ſo, as to venture about 
two ſhillings, and if I loft that, then not to play 
any more for ſuch a certain time, and to my beſt 
remembrance, ( ſor as I would not add, ſo I 
would not diminiſh, and ſo rob God of his glo- 
ry, and my poor ſoul of comfort) I did at that 
time lift up my heart te God (but with what af- 
fections I cannot tell, I hope not without great 
ſhame) to crave his aid, that I might be enabled 
to keep my great yow z and ſo when the time 
came that I was to venture my mony, which! 
thought very long, with great cheartulneſs l 
went to play, being very willing, and I think 
deſirous to loſe, which was ſoon accompliſhed 
according to my hopes; which when it was end- 
ed, I cannot ſay what I thought, or how .] 
heart worked, but as I think that very Day ]] 
he art was ſomewhat troubled by what follows; IF | 
t 
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for I having loſt a great part of chat is which 
my heart ſo much delighted, and idolized as its 
God, and reſted in as its ultimate end, I could 
not find reſt in it as formerly; and ſo being 
much troubled, I went to peruſe ſome toyes tha 
1 had by me, and amongſt them there was ogs 
Jewel, which the Lord was pleaſed to put into 
my hand, ( which was a Book intituled, Tu 
{ras of Comfort) the which, when I felt 
eart ſomewhat inclined to peruſe, I was 
perplexed within my ſelf, and could nat 
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wonder what manner of ſalutation this ſhould 
be; and now I hope I have great cauſe to ac- 
knowledge that the hand of God was in all this; 
But I will not on this account any ways turn a- 
fide, but go on as my own heart and conſcience 
now wit neſſeth to me, and I hope the Spirit of 
God likewiſe; and ſo very deſirous I was to 
know the meaning of this dark providence, as 
then it appeared to me to be; that more or leſs 
for two days together I often peruſed mote of 
the Book, but my heart was little a ffected co any 
particular thing, and yet I was troubled more 
and more within me, and could find no reſt for 
my poor foul; and in lefs than a Weeks time, 
think about the end of ewo or three Days, the 


; 

more I read, I began to have more deep 
x thoughts , and heart amazing conſiderations, 
d BU which began co make me exceedingly troubled, 
„end much caſt down, about the ſtate and condi- 
don of my poor captive ſoul, which us: I fold 
vou before, was almoſt funk into the bottom of 
u; che bottomleſs Sea of God's wrath, fromwhich 
ich I there is no redemption, with the weight ol its 
in inſupportable ſins; And now what: the: chief 
ud WY «Rings of wy foul were I cabnot tell; but ſure 
106 L am that my trouble did increaſe yet more and 
that more, and I hope it was ſor my ſins; for I do 
006 well remember, that within very few Days; ur 
into i rather Hours after; the ſence of my ſins came 


Reg a 


into oy mind, and che ſight of them was (© clear, 
and the number of them ſo numberleſs, and 
their aggravations ſo weighty, and the nature 
of them ſo deteſtable, that what I then felt I 
cannot now poſſibly declare. O where was I > 
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certainly had I been furprized with the greateſt 
Enemies in the World, and my life in the great- 
eſt danger, I could not have been more trou- 
bled; and had I been afff ed with all the tor. 
tures that Man could have deviſed, l ſhonld not 
have been more tormented; nay, I think if my 
deceitful heart did not deceive me, that had I 
been in Hell amongſt choſe infernal fiends, and 
had. heard che yellings and howlings of thoſe 
damned wretches, I think I could not have been 
much more affrighted, tor then I did look upon 
my ſoul to be within à hairs breadt hof. Eternal 
miſery,and oli the condition I ſaw my felt then 
in, is unutterable, had chere not been an ever- 
laſting arm of power and mercy underneath, 1 
ſhould undoubtedly have followed the ſteps of 
Cain or Fndas ; bud O bleſſed andi edmited be 
Free Grace: and wlif Me, Lord) why Me O 


Love;j/kove, Love; even Love unſpeakable, yea 


Love unutterabſe ; and ãurther, in this my trou - 
ble tlle Lord was ſo far pleaſed to pitty and 
mew mercy to my poor foul; that my ſoul had 
not very long laboured under this inſupporta - 
ble burthgn of 8 and miglity fihs} but 1 
peretived a door of hope as it were unlatched 
and: fome what open, and that if I would but in 


good earneſt turn to God, that yet it was not 


too late, and that there was hope in Hvar con- 
cerning dis ching, which conſideration did not 
ac little comfort my poor ſoul ; and then further 
it pleaſed the Lord to open my heart to viſit 
one, whb I thought might do me much good, 
and I judged him fit to be acquainted with uy 
condition, in that I hoped he teared the 7 
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(and by the way let me tell you that I did at that 
time unſpeakably love all ſuch, eyen more than 
my own. relations, with humility let it be ſpos 
ken) and when I was with him, he joyfully re- 
ceived me, and declared unto me many comfor- 
table things, which (through. grace) did not a 
little raiſe my dejeRed ſpirit, and he then lent 
me a book, which the Lord at that time opened 
my heart to ask for which was Drex d. Eternit.) 
and truly upon the peruſal of that Treatiſe, I 


think, nay I am ſore, the burden of my ſins 


ſeemed to be renewed;and I cannot expreſs that 
unſpeakable ſorrow which I then had in my 
poor: ſoul, by reaſon of all its mighty fins, and. 
truly Lope the mercy of God was not a little 
cauſe of my trouble, to think that I ſhould: haye 
none to offend and kick againſt, but thoſe bow - 
els, yea thoſe tender bowels of pitty and com- 
paſſion, which had ſo long yearned over my 
poor ſoul, and had fo long ſhielded off the 
ſtroke of Juſtice, which was ſo long hanging 
over my provoking head; and then, oh then I 
did unſpeakably deſire the pardon of my fins, 
and then did feel the burden of them ſo unſup- 
portable; that I did earneſtly beg of the Lord, 
that they might be la d upon the Lord Jeſus, 
who was able to bear them, and did endeayour 
by earneſt Prayers to obtain a ſmile. from God, 
in and through Jeſus Chriſt ; for out of Chriſt 
he was a tertible God, and a eonfuming Fire, 
and ſo, / forth · with reſolved to take up with all 
outward duties, as Prayer, Reading, Hearing, 
Conferring with good Chriſtians, and I cannot 
but let you know tha: the firſt Sermon 7 heard 
G g in 
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in this condition was out of 1 Tim.1.15.where 
it is ſaid, that Chrift came into the World to ſavy 
finners, of whom J, not Paul only, but 7, even 
J am chief, and ſoI went on through fear and 
erembling, and not without ſome joy and hope 
that the Lord who had begun a good work in 
me, would finiſh ic in his good time; which God 
grant for Chriſt his ſake. 

Min. And is this which you have ſpoken from 
your own experience, is it indeed, as I hope it 
is, then I can no longer forbear, but ſay with 
good Zacharias, Bleſſed be the Lord God of 
Iſrael, who bath viſited and redeemed his Peo- 
ple, and amongſt them thy poor ſoul, and now 
I ſay again take heed of ſpiritual pride, think 
very lowly of thy ſelf, and give glory to God: 
And now (Dear Heart) give me leave for the 
good of thy Eternal welfare to examine thee of 
ſome things which thou haft couched upon in 
the laſt Diſcourſe, that ſo I may be aſſured, that 
that work which the Lord hath begun in thee, 
may prove as a Tree planted and rooted in thy 
renewed heart, by the Spirit of God, and not 
of thine own ſetting: And for the accompl- 
ſhing of which wei work, it will be come - 
nient to enquire what frait ic hach fince born, 


for the Tree may be known by its fruit, There 


fore in brief, hat haſt thou found in thy 
concerning fin ? 

Coxy. Sin! Truly I am not able now to ex- 
preſs that unſpeakable bitterneſs 1 then found 
in it; Oh how did I hate ie, and purſue it with 
the greateſt zeal and deteſtation poſſible j O 


how did my heart riſe at the very Wr 
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of it, and truly if it did not very greatly de- 
ceive me, I think I hated it more than death it 
ſelf, and ſhould have choſen death, rather than 
wilfully commitred the leaſt known fin, and if 
there had been no Hell, yet as I have gfcen ſaid, 
fin ſhould bave been my Hell, and holineſs my 
Heayen. 

Min. I am pſad to hear what thou haſt ſaid, 
but what ins were they thou ſo hatedſt, it may 
be they were great and dreadful fins, as Blaſphe- 
my and Murder, &c. But what didſt thou think 
of heart ſins, and evil motions, which I am ſure 
would much beſet chee ? 

Conv. Ob, if I knew my own heart, theſe 
were the greateſt Enemies that I had to encoun- 
ter; theſe were they that (like unto ſo many 
Goliahs)bid defiance to what Chr iſt had wrought 
in my poor ſoul, and did endeavour to retake 
the Fort. Royal of my heart. which the Lord 
was about to make a Temple for his glorious I- 
mage to dwell in, and Oh blef[_d be Free Grace, 
and let all that bear of this, ſtand and admire 
and give glory to God. | 

Min. The Lord preſerve this bleſſed enmi- 
ty ſtill more and more in thy heart: and now 
tell me which way thou wenteſt about tg engage 
againſt, and ſo to overcome theſe great Gli- 
alu. though commonly known by the name of 
peccadilloes ? 

Conv. Oh now,now you come very neer me, 
and this even pierces between che b:ne and 
marrow, and 2 Lord who is the ſearcher of 
hearrs, and knoweth the thoughts and :Qings = 
of eyery foul, give me underſtanding in chis 
| G 4 pol ot, 
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point, that T may ſay nothing, but what I really 
found in my own foul; Oh then I did preſume 
too much upon my own ſtrength, and did not 
lay them at the feet of Chriſt, whom then I ho- 
ped I took for my Lord and King, and did not 
(as I fear) wholly depend upon his Kingly Po- 
wer, which is to overcome and ſubdue all thoſe 
enemies which riſe up in the hearts of his Chil. 
dren,and make war againſt him, and would not 
that he ſhould rule over them, for ſurely bad] 
thus done, he wonld not have ſuffered them ſo 
often to aſſault me, and even ſometimes over- 
come me, as I ſhall (God willing) make clear 
to you by and by. | ; 
An. Still T have great cauſe to admirethe 
goodneſs of God to thy poor ſoul, 1n that he 
hath been pleaſed row to open thy eyes to ſee 
this thy great miſtake, which doubtleſs had not 
the Lord in time revealed jt ro thee, it would 
have proved a ſore evil, and it may be thoa 
mighteſt not have ſeen it before it had been too 
late; and now tel! me which way thou wenteft 
about to deſtroy thy (ins, ſeeing thou waſt ig- 
norant in great meaſure in applying che death 
of Chriſt to kill chem? 1 
Conv. The chiefeſt inſtruments that T uſed 
in this work was Prayer, and ſometimes Faſting, 
which I found very powerful xo barter donn 
the ſtrong holds of Satan in my poor ſon], for 
which doubtleſs 1 was not to be blamed. if ſo be 
that I had uſed them only as a means to have 
raiſed up my heart to Chriſt, and ſo as they werd 
appointed of God to be the way and meany 
whereby I might have recourſe d& Kim, _ y 
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lone is able for ſo great a work, but woe to my 
ignorant and proud heart, that would not to- 
tally ſubmit to God, but idolized Prayer, and 
Repentance, and Faſting, as it theſe had been 
the Captains of che Souls Salvation, whereas 
they are but empty in themſelyes, and nothing 
worth, no more than as they lead me to Chrii, 
who alone is the Captain and horn of my Sal- 
vation? 

Mis. And now I think it will not be amiſs 
to let me hear how you carried your ſelf in the 
great duty of Prayer, and how ſoon you entred 
upon the duty? 

Conv, The Lord was pleaſed within two or 
three Days after my firſt trouble to incline my 
heart to ſeek him by Prayer, which I uſed con- 
ſtantly twice a Day, beſides ſome private Eja- 
culations and ſighs between whiles, and I will 
now tell you, that for a little time, about a 
Moneth or two I was little ſatisfied, no longer 
than I was engaged in ſuch work, as Reading, 
Hearing, deep Meditation, bur eſpecially Pray- 
er, and theſe, oh theſe were the Phyſitians that 
I look upon ſo much, to work fo great a cure 
upon my ſoul, that none but Chriſt that great 
Phyſitian could do, and truly the beſt ot the 
Phyſitians were fo ſull of ill humqrs themſelves, 
as pride, ſelf-confidence c. that without the 
Phyfick of Chriſt's blood co purge and puriſie 
them, they would have ſtunk in the Noſtbrils 
of a holy and pure God, as I am afraid they 
r | 21 
Min. Now you have given in an account a- 
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can giye about the ways of holineſs and of grace, 
and how you began to make your proprels in 
this road ? 

Conv. I muſt be but very brief here, for I 
haye much to ſay about other things, but I ſhall, 
as the Lord ſhall enable me, ſatisſie you in this, 
as I cold you before ; when the burthen of my 
fin firſt came upon me, that then, and likewiſe 
in the fix years of my convictions, I was fully 
convinced of the neceſſity of living a holy lite, 
and of the beauty of Holineſs, and that with. 
out it, there would be no ſalvation; for with» 
out Holineſs none ſhall ſee the Lord: And up. 
on this account I alſo earneſtly beſought the 
Lord by Prayer, and Hearing, and reading go 
Books, which che Lord did mightily incline my 
heart to do, and ſo every day, 1 did more and 
more defire Holineſs, and did earneſtly thirſt 
after the Image of God to be renewed upon 
my heart, ſo that in ſhort I found no reſt any 
way, but what I got by living holily, and ab- 
Raining from fin, and as my weak Phyfitians, I 
mean my Prayers, Hearing, Reading, Medits- 
tion, Vows, Reſolutions, ec. I ſay, as theſe 
was able to apply comfort to me, ſo I had it. and 
no longer, bein u of the life of faith is 
Chriſt, and truly they proved very bad comfor- 
ters, and as J cold you, they wanted Chrilt's 
blood to procure acceptation in the eyes of 4 
pure and holy God, which will regard them 
with favour, no otherwiſe than as they are pre- 
_—_ to him ſprinkled with the blood of his 

ON: 

Min. Methinks you ſeem to ſpeak much 2. 
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gainſt theſe duties, and againſt holineſs, as if 
they were not altogether neceſſary to be imbra- 
ced, do you not ? 

Conv, Oh no (God forbid) I hope 7 ſhall ne- 
ver ſo far ſpeak againſt them as to negleft them 
in the leaſt, but this 7 have ſaid, that I may not 
look upon them any further, than as they lead 
me to Chriſt, for truly I have found nothing in 
the World ſo much hindered me of comfort, 
(wilful fin only excepted) as in laying ſo great 
a ſtreſs upon duties, for certainly, had I laid my 
foundation ſure upon the Rock of Chriſt, and 
not all upon my own righteouſneſs, 7 ſhould 
never have been fo much ſhaken, and as 7 may 
ſay almoſt oyerturned with the aſſaults of ſin 
and Satan. but he would have upheld me wich 
his everlaſting Armes, that I ſhould have been 
ablo long ago, to have triumphed in his merits, 
over all the aſſauſts that Satan and my own heart 
made againſt me. 

Min. How long did you live upon the ſtock 
of your duties, before the Lord was pleaſed to 
let you ſee your errour, and how was your con- 
dition all this while as you thought your ſelf ? 

Cony. I lived fo about three years or more, 
and in that time I had ſome ſad detlinings in- 
deed ; every day almoſt 7 loſt my God, and the 
evidences of his love, ſo as I thought my ſelf 
happy no longer than when 7 cou'd perform du- 
ties with great zeal, and with ſtrong affections. 
and then oſtentimes 7 could have been willing 
to have dyed (as 7 thought) my heart did ſo re- 
Joyce in them; but when my heart was ſome- 
what dead and flat, then 1 was ar a great in. 
an 
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and could find out no reſt for the ſole of my 
foot. 

Min. T his which you have faid ſeems to me 
to be a little ſtrange; why, where was your faith 
all this while? you told me before, that yon 
durſt not look to God but through Chriſt, and 
you ſeemed then as you went along to make 
Chriſt your Hope and Saviour, and then how 
do you mean you did not reſt in him ? 

Conv, This is ſomewhat hard to anſwer, but 
T hope you will pardon my weakneſs, and I will 
tell you as plain as I can, (and that only as my 
heart and Conſcience witneſſerh, and not to 
take the help of any Book to open it to me, 
that fo I may with more humble confidence (a 
that theſe things I have ſer down no otherwiſe 
but as my own ſpirit by the aſſiſtance of God's 
Spirit dictated to me) and now I will tell you 
what I mean by what I have ſaid,T hope I look- 
ed upon Chriſt to be a compleat Saviour ineve- 
ry reſpect, ard I ſaw my great need of his blood 
to procure my pardon for my fins, and I knew 
that it was only trom his grace that I was in any 
meaſure ſanctified, and hy this I hope I laid all 
my fins upon him, and durſt not in the leaſt think 
of Anſwering for them my ſelf before God,and 
ſeemed to give him the glory in reſpe to any 
work of Holineſs in my heart, and ſo I did 
highly prize him, and greatly delight in -him, 
and earneſtly deſired to love him, and more 


and more to ſerve him, and ſo I acted faith for 


three years, but all this while I was not through- 
ly convinced of the inſufficiency of my own 


righteouſneſs, ſo as to lay that at Chriſt's feet, 
| neither 


(191) 
neither could 7 ſuppoſe ic that one might be 
juſtified by anothers righteouſneſs, but 7 hoped 
chat becauſe I was not altogether as bad as o- 
thers, (as 7 thought, ) therefore 7 ſhould fare 
detter than others, and ſo I mixed my own me- 
rits with Chriſts, and never came ſo ſar out of 
my ſelf, as to caſt my righteouſneſs as well as my 
fi int, at his feet, and now what abundant cauſe 
have 7 to be humbled,” and to lye very low be- 
fore God, and ſtill more and more to admire 
the infinite mercy and patience, of God, O that 
J, who after I was much enlightened, and had 
2hundantly taſted and ſeen how good and graci- 
ous the Lord was, I ſay that aftec all bis unſpeak- 
able mercies to me, how he brought, me our of 
my Apyptias bondage of fin, and Tooſened me 
from many ſtrong, holds of Satan, an brought 
he ſo near to his Fathers boſome, chat I was 
wont to be many tines almoſt rayi ſhed, with the 
fote-thoughts of that Joy 1 did hope for in 
Heaven. Oh that after he had paſſed me over 
the red Sea, and when many of. mine enem es 
were dead and beaten back, and chat afcer he had 
tryed me a little in the Wilderneſs of this 


World, then he would have brought me ſafe in- 
to Ch,; O' fhar I ſhould be 0 difingenious 


as to ſet op a Calf (I mean my own Righteoul- 
neſs,) and Worhi that, and ſhould do what 
I did'more to 400 hel 


pleafed to let me ſee my folly; and Ob i 
(hotf{d not have done it, yet in this particulars 


how inexcuſable had 7 deen, which will eber 


in the next Anſwer, 


felf than Chrilt : On I 
ſaF again, what a wonder it is that ever he i 17 80 as. 
he 
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Min. Now let me know when, and in what 
manner, the Lord was pleaſed to magnifie his 
grace in conyincing you of the inſufficiency of 
your own Righteouſneſs, and of the reſting in 
duties. 
Conv. I will likewiſe make this as plain to 
you, as the Lord ſhall enable me (ſo that I miy 
not be found guilty of a ſpiritual 1ye) and to 
the beft of my remembrance about four months 
after my powerful call, when as I thought I was 
affuredly in a moſt happy condition, having paſ- 
ſed through abundant of tryals and temptati- 
ons, and I began to find them ſomewhat to flee 
before me, (of which yon ſhall hear anon more 
at large ) then, Oh then the Lord was pleaſed 
to put into my hand a little Book, Entituled The 
Chriftians great Intereſt, by Mr. Gathry, which 
when I peruſed, I found I was much concerned 
in it, and was ſomewhat troubled, bur ir ſo viq- 
lently accuſed me of my Dalilah er 
which I loving too well to ſee as I thought abn. 
ſed, with a ſmall Ggh or the like, I commanded 
it do depart, and not to dare to come and con- 
troul my Idol ſelf any more, yet it made my; 
way ſo plain before me, that I could not witty, 
ſand it: a little while after, the Lord was plea- 
ſed to put into my hand another Book, for which 
T have abundant cauſe to bleſs God, (which was 
the Sincere Convert) and reading the latter part 
of chat which treats concerning carnal Cont 
dence and reſting in Duties, (all which did very; 
much concern me) I was very much croubledy | 
and began to queſtion my eſtate a little con- 
cerning duties, but truly 1 took ſo little delig 


in 
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in this, that 1 ſoon laid it by, and returned ic to 
the place from whence it came, and likewiſe I 
had other Books, as Mr. Baxter's Self. denyai, 
which I read part of with much delight, as in 
reference in denying ſelf-pleaſures, and fintul 
recreations, and yain company, Cc. all theſe 
yielded comfort to me, becauſe-7 found, that I 
did really defire to deny my ſelf all theſe, and 
made it a great ground of comfort to me, that 
I could ſo earneſtly deſire their deſtruſtions; 
but when I came to the denyal of ſelf righte- 
ouſneſs, this was a hard ſaying, and ſelf would 
not bear ic, but away 1 went to thoſe Books 
where I could find out as I chought, a way to 
Heaven by my own working, and thoſe that 
treated moſt of a holy liſe, was the moſt plea-' 
ſing to me, but when 7 read concerning Chriſt, 
or beard him taught to me by his Miniſters ;' 
(for although 2 have omitted hom my heart was 
in hearing, yet 1 would deſire you to include 
that, and to ſuppoſe that my heart was in that, 
u in Reading or Conferring with reſpect to 
the ſubje& ) I ſay, when I heard Chriſt taught 
by his Miniſters, either in a Pulpit or a Book, 1 
much delighted in thut 7 heard or read, but ven 
Juſtification alone by Faith in Chrifts Merits, 
and living by faith upon a naked Chriſt; (as per= 
adyenture 7 might be put too upon a fick bed, 
by reaſon of a violent diſeaſe, or the like; that 
Tcould not have ſtrength of body, nor comps- 
ſure of mind to perform duties, as in a Feayer 
ora fit of che Stone or Gout, &.) I ſay when 
theſe, Noble and Heaven · bora hiyſteries were 
Texting on, I uas muth to ſeek, and could _ 
| ut 
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but little comfort from them, and ſo I went on 
from duty to duty, and it at any time 7 found my 
heart dead, and could for that day or week, or 
monch it may be, find any comfort from them, 
then I lived in hopes, that although 7 found not 
all well at preſent, yet it would not long con- 
rinue ſo with me. and fo in ſom̃ tim̃e 7 rec. 
vered life andicomfore again, I fay I continued 
thus for the ſpace of above three years; And 
I will declare one thing which'did more! 
trouble me thun ordinary; and that was in A. 
guſt laſt; 67. it happened that as I was viſiting 
a Patient; (and for this thing in particular 7 
have cauſe to bleſs God that he placed me in 
this my calling) whom we ſuppoled the Lotd 
would take away, at that very time there came 
Dr. B. to perform as was thought one of the' 
laſt duties he had to do for her, and amongſt 
his diſcoutſe and advice, he bad her be ſure to 
lay all her fins upon Chriſt, which I liked very 
ell, but wichall that ſhe ſhould lay all her o 
ighrednfneſs at bis feet, and not at alf to 
truſt to any good ſhe had in het ſelf, but ol. 
ly to rely upon the merits of Chriſt, which 
when I heard, my heart roſe much agent wig 
» faid; and:did much oppoſe his advice, at 
ght ir not at all conveniont to be ſpoke; 
and doubdlefs had 7 been in her condition (1 
mean ſo near death, as it was thought ſhe was 
and he had adviſed me to the ſame thing, ang 
had cleared it to mie, oh what a dreadful viſits 
tion had tliat been, ſurely it would have put 
ſoul. into ſue ha dreadful Agoby of coufuſion, i 
not deſpair, that furely I ſhould have he 
70 8 
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cond death before I knew the pangs of the firſt; 
But Oh, I ſay again, who can hear of this, and 
not to be overcome with ſoul-raviſhing admi- 
rations of the love, and goodneſs, and patience 
of God cowards ſuch a wretched nothing as I 
was; that ever he ſhould fo long forbear from 
deſtroying chat Soul wich Ecernal damnation, 
that would not with the cords of love be drawn 
to accept of ſo clear Salvation; but the Lord 
i | was pleaſed ſtill to keep this upon my heart: 
And although I was ſomewhat troubled, but as 
before, again I went co my old Phyſitians, and 


ö took a ſmall Pill of Prayer, compoſed of a little 
ker end humiliation 3 bur no ſooner it got into 
un heart, buc there it was guile with pride, and 
' BG again became pleaſant to me, and then 
8 2 all was well; and I do deſire earneſtly 
dhe by this, God may be much glorified; and 


again, methinks I find my heart fo tnighcily in- 
clined to go on in this work, which at your re- 
queſt ( you = / 5a ) I-was ſo'unwilling: 
to undertake, that have great hopes there may 
de the hand of God in it, and that. ĩt was he that 
put it Sr merge requeſt it of me, aud 
| pray God it may be his glory alone that may 
move me to it, and not any ſelf: pride, trahy 
you may ſay I have great cauſe to fear, and not 
truſt my own heart any more, and che Lord 
preſerye this 'Jealoufie more and more in mes 
t to my preſent purpoſe, and this which I ad 
out to ſay, might have a great di ad. 
antage to me, but I doubt not but the hand/6f 
90d was in it, although I ſaw it not at that pu 
a, but ſince iner 
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a little while after my laſt diſcourſe, as I think. 
my heart was drawn after the vanities of this 
World more than ordinary, and at the time I. 
likened the eſtate of my ſoul, to the condition, 
of a fair Virgin that had many Saitors, but one, 
ſhe would love and chooſe above the reſt, buy, 
ſhe being not yet marcied, they all make out for 
her love, which is no ſmall trouble to her, and 
doth ſomewhat make her doubt which ſhe ſhall 
bave; but ſo ſoon as ſhe is married to one of, 
them, then ſhe dares not think of entertaining 
the others upon that account; even ſol looked 
upon my poor ſoul, and that if. ſhe was but (6%, 
lemnly.married to Chriſt, (I mean in the Sacri · 
ment) then ſhe durſt not ſo much as think of, 
embracing either fin or the World, ox the Deyil, 
but ſtill righteous ſelf lay all this while ſecures: 
Upon theſe and ſuch like confiferations,I em 
to a faichful Divine to ask advice of him com 
.cerning this great duty, and When I was with 
him, he examined me why, and how:I came 
embrace Religion, aud wharT had, given him 
the —— 3 — 
compunction, he asked me WH O Might; 
for all chis, but I being ſomewhan flow of an: 
ſwer, he told me Chriſt, and him alone, and 
give me ſome ſhort but ſweet adui 00 
me to be a gueſt at his Maſters Ta 
was the intention of my going, v hich w 
than he then knew on) and ſq diſmiſſed me, bs 
ch how did I then rejoyce that Lwas found wats i. 
thy to be invited to ſo great a banquet and nam 
hew did I think my condition unqueſtiot 
and nothing troubled me but pant of allt 
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at caution to lay all upon Chriſt and not any 
thing upon lelf, as I now conſider, bue yet my 
eyes were ſo blind and my heart ſo deceitful, 
tat 1 ſoon forgot it; and fol ae red my 
heart as well as I could, and ſo addr ſelt 
Io che Lords Table, and was, ſo roy as Lean 
* Þ underſtand, made more wefcome, I am ſute than 
[ deſerved; and then I did feel che Lord with 
tis cords of love, drawing hard at my poor ſoul, 
and ſo I exerciſed my loye upon Chriſt, (and 
ſo far as I know) enjoyed ſweet communion 
wich him; bur this laſted no longer, thin my 
heart was enlarged in ſecret daties; but when 
they departed then my ſoul mourned, and could 
not be ſatisfied with a naked Chriſt, 'whileſd; 
enlargements returned again to me, "and by th 
perceive I veſted in duties, and not in Chriſt, 
ad now once more as ſhort 4s I can, and then 1 
nl conchde with this; but 1 ennnot be fo 
fhorr, but To TD I 
a tharyou wo 1 ng bo in this mattet, for 7 
profeſs 1 am much aſhined; and defire to be 
0 ade] my own heart, that icthould be harten 
ue to that God, chat hath done ſugs as 
ach or more for my poor foul, as to any fivee 
he Creation of the World ; Oh chet Phe 
o could fave raifed « Chit out of the very 
lones, that would have done far more ors 
len J have or tan dog Oh 7 fay that be 
ould wich one look have looked me into Hell, 
ud fo KN 
bis Read was filled wich * 1 
H 2 
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his Locks with the drops of the Night; Oh 
that he ſhould ſtand weeping, knocking, begs. 
ing, and waiting, and crying, Open to me; Oh 
that bis tears ſhould begg,and his groans knock 
and chat his patience ſhould carry and wait, a 
all ſnhould ſo long cry, Oh open to me, open to 
me, Oh that fin and ſelf ſhould lodg in my heart 
and Chriſt wait fo long at the Door; Oh, that 
I ſhould carry damnation within, and let ſalya- 
tion wait without, and now I ſhould go about 
to offer praiſes to God for this; Oh, I wiſh 
that I could, but truly I cannot as I would, O " 
I cannot, and I humbly de ſire to acknowledge ff ® 
the barrenneſs of my heart in this, and am fi. 
4ent, and now pray lend me your patience buff 2 
a very little, and I fear your hears will bel fl 
ſtreightned with praiſes to God as well as mine; I © 
for now the Lord was pleaſed to encline m 
heart to read part of two Books, one of the 
4x9 was that which I above two years before 
rejected. K will name them, (vic, the Sine 
Convert and ſound Believer, both by one A 
thor; J. S.) and when I was Reading concer 
ing the Souls reſting in duties, and how hard 
thing it was to. forſake all its on good; 
-wholly.co throw it ſeli upon a naked Chriſt 
wen concerning the nature of trnehumiliati 
Am much troubled, and my, thoughts ve 
Much-perplexed; inſomuch that. I chqughe to 
den my caſe co ſome Divine; bus / to this i 
He another was added, which was that at 
Rune the Lord was pleaſed to let me fee my« 
.akqdnels ſo much, and that which I took e 


barcpxeting to it made it ſeem toꝶe much aa 
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| naked than Tconld have imagined it to be; thas 
S then T thonghe the more I prayed, the more I 
ok, | £00ed; and the more J Confeffed and Repent · 
wy and Bewailed my own wretched Heart, e- 
ſpecially in the time of duty, the more I had 
art | cauſe to do fo ſtill, and now I looked upon my 
har © felf in a moſt ſad and deſtitute condition, for 
how could I chooſe, when I faw my own good- 
ue | neſs departing from me, which. I idolized-as the 
iſh | Rock of my Salvation, and when I ſaw ſuch a 
Ob numberleſs number of fins come afreſh into my 
doe mind, eſpecially in the time of duty, that ic 
e ſeemed to me, as if the Devil had conjured up 
hf z choſe fins that I thought was long before 
bel ſain, and he himſelf had been their Captain, 
e and had una wares aſſaulted me, and had taken 
my duty which I made then the Captain of my 
* 4.0 Salyation' priſoner, and 7 alone left to encoun- 

Jer with them without the leaſt weapon to de- 
lend my poor ſoul, and oh had theſe and the 
pangs of death met together, Oh what horror 
and amazement would there have been; but 
M bleſſed be God it was before; now to ſay, how 
eng I was in this caſe, I cannot well tell; but 
Iſaw my idol God ſo accuſed and condemned, 
and my hatred to him ws ſo great, that I hope 
I did deſire never to caſe my earneſt Prayers 
io the true God, that be would have this Uſur- 
per executed; and likewiſe 7 did, as I us able, 
earneſtly begg of the Lord that ke would give 
ne ſtrength to refiſt him, ſo that he might ne- 
ver ſi upon his Throne more, and then / diff 
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ſim, but my riSkteouſneſs too; then Oh they 
I began to prize Chriſt more than ever, oh then 
1 did defire to ſay from my heart, none but 
Chriſt, none but Chriſt , Oh all the whole 
World for Chriſt, yea ten chouſand Worlds for 
a Chriſt; and then 7 did defire to ſay with la- 
ther, that if I was able to keep the whole Mo- 
tal Law, I would not truſt to this for Juſtifice- 
tion, I would vail and ſtoop to Chriſt's merits, 
and now I did find it a more hard thing by far 
to get out of my ſelf,” and from truſting to du 
ty, and wholly by faith to rely upon Chriſt's 
werits, than ever 7 found it to leave fin, and 
then me-thoughts I found it a very hard thing 
to be a Chriſtian, and that I was paſſive all a 
long, and was not able to move a ſtep further 
than the Lord upheld and led me, and Oh that 
1 could make the reſult of this great mercy plain 
unto you, truly (I bleſs God) I can ſay's little 
(but under this very trouble, my ſoul ever fince 
hath groaned within me, and I do deſire thatit 
may (till groan more and more, and never lem 
groaning, till its groans pierce the very Clouds 
and ſound through Chriſt ſo loud into the ei 
of the Almighty, chat for Chriſt his ſake, Ir 
would have pitty and cio upon me, 1 
would not ſuffer that Tyrant Self ang longer 
the leaſt to bear ſway in as, and chat he N 
be plgaſed ſo to ſhew me my own unn orte 
and che inſuffieiency of all inherent got 
to ſtand me in the leaſt ſtead in matters of 
ſtißcation, char, ſo 7 might prize Christ, 
Chriſt alqne, gnd rely wholly upon his Me 
for pardom, life and falvation.) Now I will 
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care to you how the Lord was pleaſed to deal 
with me; ſoon after I ſaw this my condition in 
refting in my own ſuppoſed goodneſs; Sacra- 
ment-Day being again near at hand, the Lord 
was pleaſed to incline my heart to ingage in that 
ſolemn and moſt Sacred duty, now having loft 
my ſuppoſed Wedding-Garment, in which 7 
ſuppoſed my ſelf to be very comely and much 
to be delighted in by Chriſt, and ſeeing my own 
nakedneſs and deformity fo much, that 7 could 
not imagine how I ſhould poſſibly be accepted 
of by Chriſt, that ſo my trouble and burden 
was ſo great that I ſound it almoſt inſupporta- 
ble, and fearing left God's frowns, and my a- 
wakened Conſcience ſhould more and more 
ſeize upon me, eſpecially at that ſacred Ordi- 
nance, I ſay in this point I was more than I can 
think of amazed, and could not tell what to do; 
And now my dear Heavenly Father (who was 
always more ready to help than I to crave) did 
then doubtleſs wait to be gracious to my poor 
Soul, and did abundantly magnifie his grace ta 
me; for now he was pleaſed to ſtrike one Scri- 
pture very deep into my heart, which was as 
comfortable and as ſure an Anchor as my poor 
laden Soul could be held by, and ic was this, 
ob Iſrael thou haſt deſtreyed thy (elf, but in me 
v thy belp, Hoſea 13. 9. which Soul-Cordial 
Scripeure ſeemed to me, as if 1 had heard che. 

ſpeaking to me after this manner; Oh 

| thou afflicted, toſſed with tempeſt and not com- 
forted, although thou baſt ſo long grieved me, 
ind proyoked me to deftroy thee, pet now, e 
yen now, if thou wilt endeavour to know, I lay 
| H 4 even 
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even now in this thy day the things of thy pexee; 
peradventute they may be found, but neyer 
look more for peace from any thing in thy ſelf, 
but wholly look up to him, who tells thee, al. 
though thou haſt deſtroyed thy ſelf, yet in me 
(if in any) is thy help found, and then further 
the Lord was pleaſed to put it into my heart to 
examine my humiliation more ſtrictly, which 
when I did, I ſuppoſed my heart never hereto- 
fore to have been truly humbled as it ought to 
have been, yet I hoped the Lord was about this 
great work now, by what I have before related, 
and my reaſon was, becauſe I never fo far asI 
knew experimentally underitood the meaning 
of ſome Scriptures, as then were opened more 
plainly to me, and they were ſuch as theſe; 
(And truly this was it chat inclined my heart to 
partake afreſh of the Lords Supper) The whole 
t eed not a Phyſitian, but they that are ſick, and 
that Chriſt came not to call the Righteous, bur 
Sinners to Repentance, and concerning the pub. 
lican and Phariſee, and ſuch like ; and in ſhort, 
a though ] had been fick of fin, yet never be. 
fore, than of ſelf · righteouſneſs; now ſeeing 
my felt fick as much of the one as of the other, 
therefore I hoped Chriſt would be my Phyliti- 
an; and that in him my help ſhould ſoon he 
found, and thus I did endeayour to ag 
ſelf, and to ſee my own vileneſs and fickne 
more and mot e, and did in this much of 
the Lord, that he would ſtill bumble me tn 
and more, with a clear ſence of my own del 
mity and nakedneſs, chat ſo I might, ſeeing my WI 
great need of Chriſt, more and more wh 
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and thirſt after him, and ſo laying my ſoul pro- 
ſtrated at Chriſts feet, and as I hope did really 


ſee my great want of him, and ſo would nor 


depart any way from him, but reſolved that if I 
dyed 7 would dye there, and thus I argued with 
him, Whicher ſhonld I go but unto thee, thou 
haſt the words of Eternal Life, and although I 
be a Dog, yet thou haſt crumbs, Oh let not my 
hungry ſoul, famiſh for want of food; O, I dare 
not, Oh Iwill not depart, Oh Lord although I 
have deſtroyed my ſelf, yet Lord haſt not thou 
told me that in thee is my help found; O make 
good thy word unto thy ſervant in which thou 
haſt cauſed me to hope; and truly the Lord was 
not yery long in making good his word to my 
poor ſoul, for then I wonderfully felt him draw- 
ing me up with the Cords of love, pitty and 
compaſſion ; and at the ends of which Cords 
(tor me to take the better hold, or J rather 
think that he might take the better hold of me) 
he was pleaſed to faſten ſuch Scripturesas theſe, 
I will name but three, for each Cord one, and 
a threefold Cord is not eaſily broken: the one 
was the 55th. of T/aiah,and the firſt Verſe, Hoe 
every one that thirſteth,come ye to the Waters, and 
drink, and he that bath no money, yea that was it 
I waited for, ( for I bleſs God at that time I 
hope 7 had none) come je buy and eat, yea come 
bay Wine and Milk (Oh Bread and Water was 
too good for me, and more than I deleryed) 
without Money and without Price, Oh theſe was 
ſweet to ſuch a poor Soul as mine was, and 
then another was this, Revel. 22 17. And whoſa- 
eve will. let him tale of the Watcr of Life 4 ft reely, 
CY EET Os OO ESE. hearken 
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hearken Soul, Freely, Oh Chriſt will not be 
bought wieh aby thing the Creature can give, 
Oh no, all is grace, and then the other which 
worked the moſt powerfully upon my heart was 
Match. 11. 28. Come wnto me all ye that ave 
weary and heavy laden, and I will give you reſt; 
and therefore, I now ſeeing my ſelf weary with 
my own duties, and heavy laden with my own 
righteouſneſs, as well as with my fins, which 
before I could not ſo clearly ſay,oh how ſweet, 
how ſweet, how incomparably ſweet was this 
word Come; and ſo upon theſe accounts, the 
Lord was pleaſed to enable me, to fee how, 
then, even then, he was pleaſed to call, as it , 
were to my poor Soul in particular to come un- 
to him, and ſubmit to his grace; and fo with 
great hungrings and thirſtings after Chriſt to 
cover my poor Soul from the eye of a Juſt and 
Holy God through ſome fear, and as I hope 
wich great humiliation {although not fo great 
as 7 would haye had it ) wich ſome hope that 
the Lord would meet me, and bleſs me: 7 ap- 
proached to the ſolemn banquet where I did 
not only taſte and fip a little, bae obeyed ts the 
Lord enabled me that great command, when he 
ſaid, drink, yea drink abundantly, oh my belo- 
ved; then, oh then 7 did earneftly endeayour 
to make the eye of my Soul to ſee him, and my 
heart ſo embrace him, that from thenceforth ! 
might fully ſatisfie my Soul wich che enjoyment 
of him, and him alone, and not from any thi 
that ſelf or the World preſented to me; am 
now methought I was much comforted, and 
endeayour from that time to this, to own big 
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thing for a comfort or canſe of rejoycing, but 
as it lead me to Chriſt, who alone is the Au- 
thor, and I hope the finiſher of my Faith, and 
the Horn of my Salvation; and with this Cau- 
tion, I will conclude this tedious Diſcourſe, as 
1 fear it may be to you(although to me through 
Grace very pleafant) not that hereby 7 mean to 
neglect any duty whatſoever I know to be my 
duty, or think them indifferent whether they be 
performed or no; Oh no, I ſay again, God for- 


| 
. did. bur this I deſire to do through grace, bot 
not ſelf, (and the Lord of his infinite grace in- 
able me, that I may ſo far honour and reſpecgt 
« | them, as I find them a means to carry me to 
| Chriſt, for which cauſe 7 think they were ap 
h pointed, with reſpect to the gloriſying of God, 
0 and ſuch like; and now if I know my own 
Fl heart, and for fear it ſhould deceive me, I will 
x begg of the Lord that when ever I hear I may 
xt hear for Chriſt,and whenever 1 pray I may more 
a and more make clear my intereſt in Chriſt, and 
p- when · erer 7 perform any duty wharſoever, I 
Id may more and more get into Chriſt, and more 
he out of my ſelf 5; And now you have beard all 
he that che Lord hath (out of his abundant grace) 
10- enabled me (from what I have found, as I hope 
out in great meaſure wrought in my own heart) to 
declare unto you, and for fear I ſhould in this 


weighty matter be puiſey of a lye, and ſo delude 
my own Soul, I will- with great humihty ac- 
knowledge, that every particular in this latter 
clauſe (I menn in the Lords dealings with me 
ſince I firſt received the Sactament) 1 cannot ſo 
billy clear 88 I would I could, but I hope I need 
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not to fear, but that I have felt all that I have 
ſpoken of working more or leſs upon my heart: 
but whether juſt in order as I have declared 
them, I cannot punRually ſay, but do earneſtly 
begs that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt would be ſo 
pleaſed, as to ſprinkle what I have ſaid with his 
own blood, and that whatever fins of failings 
there may be in it through the pride or igno - 
rance of my own heart, Oh I do earneſtly again 
beg of God, that for Chriſts ſake, he would 
look upon what I have done, ſo as to pardon 
all that is amiſs, and that he would in his due 
time open my eyes to ſee my errours, and to a- 
mend them; and now I do earneſtly beg your 
adyice concerning theſe things, for as I ſaid be- 
fore, my heart doth mourn within me, by rea- 
ſon of that intereſt ſelf got in me, and I now 
find it ſo very hard to be overcome; but T have 
already told you my earneſt deres concerning 
this, and oh chat I could prevail with you this 
once to allow me an intereſt in your Prayers; 
and for what doubtleſs you will know better 
than 7 can tell you, but eſpecially for this, that 
he who is the ſearcher of hearts, and knows the 
ſtate of every Soul better than it doth it ſelf, 
would be pleaſed (that it 7 be deceived for 
Chriſts ſake) to undeceive me, and grant that 
if 7 have not true grace, I may not think I have, 
and ſo be in a Fools Parad ice, and that the Lord 
who is my heart. maker, would be my heart - 
ſearcher, and my heart: diſcoverer, and my heart - 
reformer, and that the Lord may fo do, I ſhall 
not ceaſc to be an earneſt ſuitor at the Throne 
of Grace, ſo long as I am oa this fide the guns 
2 * 
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But what, becauſe all is not ſo clear as I could 
wiſh they were, ſhall I be caſt down, and my 
Soul diſquiered within me, as if I was ſorry that 
God hath been ſs much at work in my Soul, or 
as if an infinite Jehovah was not able to finiſh 
what he hath begun, and ſo rob God of his 
glory, and my poor Soul of comfort, Oh no, 
my- Soul, theſe things ought nor ſo to be, I fear 
there is much of ſelf in this who is ſomewhat: 
troubled to ſee the glory of its Temple ſo much 
defaced, and its treachery ſo much found our, 
and ſo much out of favour, as never more to be 
embraced again; And is it ſo, is God indeed 
become my God, and can I indeed ſay with 
Thomas, My Tord. and my God, my Chriſt, and 
my Savicur ; Oh I cannot forbear to ſay , Lord 
who is a God like unto thee, Oh God, there is 
no God beſides thee, and Oh what is Man, that 
God ſhould be mindful of him ! and what am 
I, ſurely the worſt of men, that God ſhould ſo 
regard me; Oh that I could now, even now this 
once, from the bottom of my heart, bleſs and 
admire him; but oh what a dead and barren 
heart have I, chat cannot worthily pratſe him; 
Oh my Soul-blefs the Lord, and all that is with- 
in ce, bleſs his Holy Name, bleſs the Lord oft 
my Soul, and forget not all (nay not one of) 
his benefits: Oh if I had the tongue of an An- 
gel, and all the Angels in Heaven to aſſiſt me 
in this great work, yet I ſay, we could never 
ſufficiently utter my dear Fathers praiſes ; and 
now ſhall my fich triumph, and my heart be 
glad, and my glory rejoyce, but not in ſelf, ot 
in any thing of my ou, but in Him, and _ 
alone 
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alone wh is the God of my Salvation ; 'Wons 
der oh Heavens, atid be moved oi] Earth at this 
great thing which the Lord hath wrought in my 
Soul, be aftoniſhed and cyen raviſhed with 
wonder, for the infinite breach is in a way to be 
made up, the offender to be appeaicd. and God 
and my poor Soul to be reconciled, and oh my 
Soul, what if theſe be ſo already, or nat if one 
had told thee of theſe things ſome five Tears a- 
gone, certainly they would then have heen roo 
great for thy belief; hut what, ſhall chey now 
be ſo ſmall as not to be worth thy praiſe (Oh 
diſingenious Soul:) Oh Lord pardon my un. 
thankfulneſs, Oh that all the Angels in Hes · 
ven ſhould. rejoyce and bleſs God for what he 
hath done for thee, even for thee, for my poor 
Soul; And what,caoſt not thou find in heart to 


endeavour to ſer forth his praiſes as much 2 


thou art able, that ſo it may be known that a 
leaſt thou deſireſt to give all the glory to God, 
and not to dare to take any to thy ſelf > Oh my 
Soul, what ſayeſt thou? What ſay 1 7 Oh 7 ſay 
again not unto me, not unt ma, but unto the 
great and ee Jeboyah, be all the glory gi- 


ven. And becauſe I hope thy delires are greater 
than thy expreſſions, therefore fail not my Soul 
to ſhew forth thy love and praiſes, by giviag up 
thy ſelf wholly co ſerve, and love, fear and ad- 
mire that God, who bath done ſuch great and 
wonderful chings for thy Soul that paſfech ch⸗ 
underſtanding: My Beloved is mine and I am 
his; Oh bow art thou ſure of that 7 What is 
the peace concluded ? Oh happy Conclufion / 


— 
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ich the duſt, or the wide diſtant Poles 
brought to mutual embraces, and cohabiratiog ? 
1x Oh my Soul, here the diſtance is infinitely 
tester? And now Rejoyce O Angels, ſhour 


 Seraphims, and all the Friends of the Bride- 


oom prepare an Epithalamium, be ready with 
de Marriage Song; Loe here is the wonder of 
nonders, For Jebevah hath or is about to be- 
::oth himſelf for ever to his poor Captive, my 
poor Soul; And is he fo indeed as I hope he is, 
tuen he owns che Marriage before all the world, 
and is become one with me, and I with him. 
And now, O my Lord and my God, cauſe thy 
face to ſhine on the ſoul of thy ſeryant, and ſhew 
him more and more his vileneſs, that he may 
he very low even in the Duſt, and be humbled 
at thy feet, and let the work which thou haſt 
begun in the heart of thy poor ſervant be eſtab- 
liſhed for ever, and do more for me than I can 
require, that thy Name may be Magnified for 
eher, and that all that hear of this may ſay, The 
Lord of Hoſts is the God of Iſrael. | 


Amen, Hallelujab. 
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